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of  tJie 

“LOST  COUNTY." 

Vohogania  County,  which  went  out  of  existence  when  Virginia  gave  up 
her  claim  to  the  territory  it  covered,  is  since  referred  to  as  (he  “Lost  County.” 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SURVEYOR  GENERAL, 


OF  THE 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 


- 


' ' A 

- 

Year  ending  Yovembev  SO, 


H ARRISBURGs 

SINOERLY  A MYERS,  STATE  PRINTERS. 

186t). 


. •( 


i 


/ 


I 


i'^ 

s 


I 


i] 

} 


»r 


r 


REPORT. 


Surveyor  General’s  Office,") 
Harrinburg,  December  30,  1865.  j 

To  His  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Curtin, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  : — I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  statement  of  the 
operations  of  this  Department,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  ult. : 

Business  done  during  the  present  year,  which  remained  unfinished  on  the 

30i/i,  November,  1864. 

1,262  Patents  written  and  endorsed. 

1,262  Patents  recorded  and  indexed. 

1,0.56  Return'^  written  out  at  length. 

280  "Warrants  to  accept  surveys  written  and  filed. 

3,534  Vouchers  entered  in  day  book  and  posted  in  ledger. 

1,  462  Entries  on  single  warrants  and  making  entries  in  warrant  register 
of  time  of  patenting. 

260  Applications  recorded  at  length,  and  indexed. 


Work  done  and  paid  for  present  year,  ending  30//i  November,  1865. 

704  Patents  written  and  endorsed. 

704  Patents  recorded  and  indexed. 

1,  305  Certificates  of  amounts  due  directed  to  State  Treasurer. 

1,  305  Calculations  of  amounts  due. 

661  Vouchers  endorsed,  numbered  and  filed. 

562  New  warrants  written  and  endorsed. 

562  Entered  in  warrant  register  and  filed. 

562  Warrants  written  and  directed  to  county  surveyors. 

644  Tickets  issued  for  patenting. 

70  Warrants  to  accept  surveys,  written,  entered  in  warrant  register, 
numbered  and  filed. 
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634  Returns  of  surveys  written  at  length,  from  which  patents  were  made, 

562  Applications. 

669  Vouchers  written,  endorsed,  numbered  and  filed. 

805  Entries  of  the  time  of  patenting,  in  the  warrant  register,  and  en- 
dorsed on  single  warrants. 

1,  305  State  Treasurer’s  receipts  entered  and  delivered  to  Auditor  General, 
with  monthly  lists  for  settlement. 

1,305  Vouchers  entered  into  day  book,  posted  into  ledger  and  indexed. 

803  Accounts  balanced  in  old  ledger,  new  surveys  received,  calculated, 
entered  in  county  surveyor’s  list,  numbered  and  filed. 

805  Entries  in  fee  book,  transcribing  the  same  quarterly  for  settlement. 

5,056  Surveys  and  warrants  taken  from  the  files  either  for  patenting,  copy- 
ing, connection  or  other  information  desired. 


Wor^  done  for  which  fees  .have  been  received,  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1865. 

307  Orders  for  valuing  islands  issued. 

963  Copies  of  surveys. 

402  Copies  of  warrants. 

323  Copies  of  patents.  * 

322  Searches. 

184  Connections,  embracing  1,126  tracts. 

45  Caveats  and  citations. 

62  Applications. 

13  Minutes  Board  of  Property. 

3 Orders  of  re-surveys. 

119  Calculations,  where  no  money  was  paid  into  Treasury, 

31  Copies  vouchers  and  blotters. 

30  Extracts  certified,  of  deputy  surveyor’s  list  of  returns, 

29  Certificates  miscellaneous  copies. 

Amouniing  in  the  aggregate  to  $1,951  50. 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  warrants,  patents  and  certificates  to  the 
Treasury,  issued  from  December  1,  1864,  to  November  30,  1865,  and  the 
amount  of  purchase  money  and  fees  for  warrants  and  patents  received 
during  the  same  period. 


New  warrants... 

Patents  on  wts  . . 

Patents  on  actual 
settlements,  &c. 

jPatents  on  Frank- 
lin, Waterford 
and  Erie  in-lots. 

Miscellaneous 

payments. 

Certificates  to  the 
Treasury 

1 

Purchase  money, 

T) 

1864.  December.. 

46 

51 

10 

1 

2 

110 

$2,303  81 

$868  04 

1865.  January.... 

71 

82 

7 

34 

6 

200 

5,061  65 

1,41b  00 

“ February... 

80 

51 

3 

13 

4 

151 

4,803  83 

1,034  .50 

March 

67 

98 

7 

'll 

3 

186 

4,269  12 

1,467  70 

April 

41 

67 

9 

a 

2 

111 

4,243  90 

905  00 

40 

37 

3 

2 

82 

1,468  70 

593  77 

June 

85 

68 

10 

1 

4 

108 

2,430  79 

886  00 

69 

21 

6 

2 

98 

1,415  31 

609  00 

“ August.... 

25 

60 

6 

. 

2 

93 

1,991  06 

816  31 

“ September, 

31 

16 

2 

2 

51 

713  26 

328  .50 

“ October 

31 

27 

3 

6 

66 

531  57 

453  00 

“ November, 

26 

16 

4 



3 

49 

577  01 

335  34 

Total 

662 

574 

70 

62 

37 

1,305 

29,818  01 

9,703  16 

Purchase  money.. 

Patent  and  warrant  fees 9,  <03  16 

Copying  fees — 1,951  50 


Purchase  money.. 

Patent  and  warrant  fees 9,  <03  16 

Copying  fees — 1,951  50 


Total : ^^^7-2  67 


The  foregoing  sum  of  forty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  though  much  lower  than  the  receipts  of  last 
year,  is,  with  that  exception,  the  largest  amount  received  into  the  Treasury 
in  a single  year,  through  this  Department,  for  many  years  past,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  ; 

Statement  showing  the  amount  received  for  lands  from  May  1,  1854,  to  May 
1,  1863,  a period  o f nine  years 


May,  1854,  to  November,  1854 $11,644  23 

December,  1854,  to  November,  1855 17,348  24 

December,  1855,  to  November,  1856  24,  293  71 

December,  1856,  to  November,  1857  21,  553  53 

December,  1857,  to  November,  1858 12,948  49 

December,  1858,  to  November,  18.5  9 13,  559  22 

December,  1859,  to  November,  1860 ll,32r  40 

December,  1860,  to  November,  1861 7,242  80 

December,  1861,  to  November,  1862.. 5,230  61 

December,  186ji,  to  May 18b3 .^. 4,  562  44 


Total 1-9. 70S  78 
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Statement  showing  the  amount  received  for  lands  from  May  1,  1863,  to 
November  30,  1865,  a period  of  two  years  and  seven  months. 


December,  1862,  to  May,  1863 $13,894-  59 

December,  1863,  to  November,  1864 90,087  95 

December,  1864,  to  November,  1865 39,521  17 


143,  503  71 


The  above  tables  show  that  the  receipts  for  lands  during  that  portion  of 
my  official  term  which  has  already  expired,  (two  years  and  seven  months,) 
exceeds  by  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and 
ninety-eight  cents,  the  receipts  from  the  same  source  during  the  preceding 
nine  years,  (or  three  full  terms.) 

The  patent,  warrant  and  copying* fees  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  this 
office  in  the  last  two  years  and  seven  months,  notwithstanding  a considera- 
ble increase  in  the  clerical  force,  and  a suspension  of  business  nearly  two 
months  on  account  of  the  rebel  invasion  of  the  State  in  the  summer  of 
1863,  have  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the  Department,  leaving  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  purchase  money  and  interest  on  lands  as  a clear 
revenue  to  the  State. 

Owing  to  the  unprecedented  increase  of  the  business  of  the  Department, 
not  as  much  attention  could  be  devoted  to  the  making  out  of  lists  of 
amounts  due  on  unpatented  lands  as  could  have  been  desired  Notwith- 
standing, two  thousand  three  hundred  and  four  calculations  of  such  amounts, 
in  addition  to  the  nutnber  heretofore  stated  in  my  annual  reports,  have  been 
made.  The  following  is  the  act  recpiiriug  the  Surveyor  General  to  make 
out  tlxese  lists : 

AN  ACT 

Directing  the  entry  of  Liens  for  the  principal  aiul  interest  due  the  Commonwealth,  for 
lands  held  by  virtue  of  locations,  or  other  office  titles. 

Section  1 Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Surveyor  General  to  make  out  a list  of  all  lands  held  by  location,  or  any 
other  office  right,  issued  from  the  Land  (lepartment  of  this  Commonwealth, 
of  every  kind  and  description,  upon  which  no  patents  have  issued,  desig- 
nating the  county  in  which  such  lauds  are  situated,  with  such  other  descrip- 
1 ions  of  the  same  as  the  records  of  his  office  will  enable  him  to  give,  includ- 
ing the  names  in  which  such  locations  or  other  office  rights  are  entered, 
and  surveys  have  been  returned  ; and  on  the  list  being  completed,  or  any 
part  thereof,  be  transmitted  to  the  prothonotary  of  the  county  in  which  such 
lauds  are  situated. 

Section  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees,  due  on  each  unpatented 
tract ; and  after  the  descriptiobs  of  said  tracts  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
prothouotaries  of  the  respective  counties,  and  entered  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, the  amounts  so  found  to  be  due,  together  with  five  dollars  for  the  la- 
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bor  and  costs  of  making  out  and  filing,  shall  form  an  aggregate  sum  which 
shall  be  entered  in  a lien  docket  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  said  sum  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 

Section  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  of  each  county, 
upon  receiving  any  descriptive  list  as  aforesaid,  to  provide  a suitable  docket, 
with  a proper  index,  for  the  purpose  of  recording  all  such  descriptions  of 
unpatented  lands,  and  shall  accurately  record  the  same  and  index  the  name 
of  the  original  warrantee  or  actual  original  settler,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
each  subsequent  owner  so  far  as  ascertained,  and  preserve  the  same  among 
the  records  of  the  county : Provided,  That  when  any  party  in  interest, 

by  petition  under  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  out  the  facts  in  the  case  as  in 
affidavit  of  defence,  shall  represent  to  the  president  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county,  in  which  any  tract  or  piece  of  land,  against 
which  the  entry  directed  in  the  foregoing  section  has  been  made,  or  the 
principal  part  thereof,  may  lie,  that  said  tract  has  been  patented,  either  in 
the  name  against  which  the  entry  is  made,  or  in  any  other  name,  the  said 
judge  shall,  after  such  notice  to  the  Surveyor  General  as  he  shall  deem  pro- 
per, proceed  to  hear  the  case  of  the  petitioner ; and  the  said  judge  shall, 
thereupon,  make  such  decree  in  the  premises,  either  by  directing  the  said 
entry  to  be  struck  from  the  record,  or  such  other  order  as  to  said  entry, 
and  also  as  to  costs,  as  may  seem  equitable. 

Section  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  of  each  county, 
upon  receiving  from  the  Surveyor  General  any  such  list  or  calculation  of 
amounts  due  the  Commonwealth  for  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees,  to 
provide  a suitable  docket  w^ith  index,  in  the  form  of  the  lien  dockets  now  in  use 
in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  styled  “Lien Docket  of 
Unpatented  Lands,”  and  enter  therein  the  amount  so  found  to  be  due,  which 
sum  shall  remain  a lien  upon  such  tract  or  tracts,  until  paid;  and  that  a 
fee  of  fifty  cents  be  paid  to  the  prothonotary  for  each  description  so  enters 
ed,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  fees  on  the  liens  entered,  as  are  now 
allowed  on  judgments  entered  by  warrant  of  attorney  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

kSECTiON  5.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary,  upon  receiving 
any  such  descriptive  list,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  two  news- 
papers in  the  county  where  such  lands  are  located,  for  three  successive 
weeks,  for  which  publication  he  shall  be  authorized  to  pay  fifty  cents  for 
each  Iract,  and  charge  the  same  as  costs  on  the  lien  docket,  and  retain  his 
fees  and  costs  out  of  any  moneys,  in  his  hands,  due  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  6.  The  amounts,  which  may  be  due  to  the  Commonwealth  on  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  may  be  paid  in  accordance 
with  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  such  lands,  if  the  same  be  paid  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  November  next:  Provided,  That  any  costs  which  may 

have  accrued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  also  be 
paid,  and  that  the  act  to  graduate  lands  on  which  money  is  due  and  unpaid 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  April  tenth,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  be  revived  and  continued  in 
force,  until  the  said  first  day  of  November  next ; and  any  survey  and  ap- 
praisements, made  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  shall  have  the  same 
validity  for  the  issuing  of  patents  thereon,  as  if  the  last  mentioned  law  had 
been  still  in  force. 

Section  7.  That  all  liens  due  the  Commonwealth  for  unpatented  lands, 
after  the  first  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  may  be  proceeded  upon  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  manner  directed  to  be  pursued  against  defaulting  public 
officers,  by  the  act  of  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  and  the  supplement  thereto. 
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Section  8.  All  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  said  service,  for  the 
taking  out  of  any  patent  or  patents  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  9.  That,  hereafter,  the  patent  fee,  on  town  lots  not  exceeding 
one-fourth*  of  an  acre,  shall  be  one  dollar,  and  on  lots  not  exceeding  two 
acres,  five  dollars. 

HENRY  C.  JOHNSON, 

Speaker  ol'tbe  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  P.  PENNEY, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approveo — The  twentieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Numerous  acts  of  Assembly  have  been  passed  and  approved, within  the 
last  fifty  years,  defining  the  terms  on  which  patents  should  issue  to  the 
owners  of  unpatented  lands.  None  of  these  are  now  in  force,  except  the 
act  approved  the  19th  of  March,  1858,  according  to  the  terms  of  which  all 
accounts  for  lands  are  now  adjusted.  This  act  is  as  follows  ; 

AN  ACT 

To  revive  and  contmne  in  force  the  law  graduating  lands,  upon  which  purchase  money 

is  due  the  Commonwealth,  and  regulating  the  mode  of  charging  interest  thereon. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authoriiy  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  ii,  shall  be  the  dutj"  of  the  idarveycr  General,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  any  account  for  moneys  due  the  Commonwealth  on  lands  which 
may  have  been  surveyed,  on  proprietary  office  rights,  or  warrants  issued 
by  this  Commonwealth,  or  on  actual  settlement  and  improvement,  to  charge 
the  following  rates  of  interest,  uamely  : On  all  lands  where  the  original 
purchase  money  is  twenty  pounds,  (fifty  three  dollars  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents)  per  hundred  acres,  one  per  cent,  per  annum  ; on  lands  issued 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings,  (forty-one  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  cents,)  two  per  cent,  per  annum  ; on  lands  issued  at 
the  rate  of  ten  pounds,  (ttventy-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two-third 
cents,)  and  nine  pounds,  (twenty-four  dollars,)  three  per  cent,  per  annum  ; 
on  lands  issued  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  sterling,  (twenty-two  dollars  and 
twenty-two  and  one-fourth  cents  ;)  and  that  issued  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
dollars,  three  and  one-half  per  cent,  per  annum  ; on  land  issued  at  the  rate 
of  five  pounds,  (thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents,)  four 
per  cent,  per  annum ; on  lands  issued  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings,  (six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  and  two-third  cents,)  six  per  cent,  per  annum  ; no  inter- 
est to  be  charged  on  lands  issued  at  eighty  cents  per  acre  : Provided,  That 
in  no  case,  either  of  warrant,  location,  or  improvement,  or  any  other  office 
right,  shall  interest  be  charged  on  the  purchase  money  of  any  of  the  afore- 
said lands,  for  the  time  which  elapsed  between  the  second  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  second  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  : Provided  fur- 
ther, That  no  interest  be  charged  on  any  lands  north  and  west  of  the  rivers 
Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  previous  to  the  third  April, 


•Altered  to  one-third  of  an  acre  by  fcupplement,  approved  24th  August,  18G4. 
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©ne  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  ; and  in  all  cases  where  pa- 
tents are  issued  upon  actual  settlement  and  improvement,  to  any  actual  set- 
ter, no  interest  shall  be  charged  for  five  years  after  such  improvement  and 
settlement  was  commenced  : Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  owner  of  any 
unpatented  tract  of  land,  who  is  actually  occupying  the  same,  shall  have 
the  benefit  of  the  act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  entitled  “An  Act  to  graduate  lands  on  which  money 
is  due  and  unpaid  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  passed  the  fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  until  the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-nine,  and  this  proviso  shall  also  extend  and  apply  to  lands  embraced 
in  the  second  section  of  this  act. 

Section  2 That  all  lands  situate  within  the  seventeen  townships,  for- 
merly in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  now  in  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Wyoming 
and  Bradford,  which  have  been  certified  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled 
“An  Act  for  olfering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain 
lands  within  the  seventeen  townships  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,”  shall  pay  the  following  rates  of  interest, 
namely  : All  lands  classed  by  the  said  commissioners  as  numbers  one,  two 
and  three,  to  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum  ; 
all  lands  classed  as  number  four,  to  pay  six  per  cent,  per  annum 

Section  3.  That  all  the  in- lots  and  out-lots  and  reserved  tracts  in  and 
adjoining  the  towns  of  Beaver,  Brie,  Waterford,  Franklin  and  Warren, 
which  have  heretofore  been  sold,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  and 
upon  which  there  is  any  of  the  original  purchase  money  due,  shall  pay  at 
the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  mentioned  in  the  act  for 
the  sale  of  such  lots  or  tracts  ; and  that  all  laws  requiring  an  actual  settle- 

IQC'ii  ijli.  IXUj  Oi  tilt:  V b- iilcOtiOiiijU  iboorvbu  ttcoCCS,  IjJ  i^iiu  Liit;  ottiub 

hereby  repealed  : Provided,  That  the  in-lots,  out-lots  and  reserve  tracts 
mentioned  in  this  section,  which  upon  appraisement  in  the  manner  provided 
for  in  the  act  relative  thereto,  approved  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall  have  been  or 
may  be  rated  in  the  fourth  class  as  number  four,  may  be  patented  on  the 
payment  of  the  original  purchase  money  due  thereon,  with  the  patenting 
fee,  without  interest,  until  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Section  4.  That  so  much  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  as  are 
hereby  altered,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.  That  on  any  purchase  money  which  may  be  due  the  Com- 
monwealth on  land  formerly  the  property  of  Dickinson  College,  and  con- 
veyed by  said  college  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  which  may  have  been 
sold  by  the  commissioners  of  Venango  county,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Assembly  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  and  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  interest  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum 
shall  be  charged,  and  no  more. 

A.  BROWER  LONGAKER, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

W.  H.  WELSH, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  nineteenth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hnndied  and  fifty-eight. 


WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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The  last  prowso  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  which  was  revived  and 
extended  from  time  to  time,  expired  on  the  1st  of  November,  1864  ; conse- 
quentl}’-  the  “graduating  act  of  I83f),”  which  worked  so  injuriously  to  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  not  now  in  operation.  It  is  hoped  it 
will  not  again  be  revived. 

Present  indications  point  to  a decline  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Land 
Office.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and  the  Surveyor  General  be  enabled  to 
employ  the  greater  part  of  his  clerical  force  in  making  out  the  lists  required 
by  the  act  already  quoted,  these  might  be  completed  in  the  course  of  a few 
years.  The  entry  of  these  liens  in  the  several  counties  would  bring  de- 
faulting land  owners  to  a realizing  sense  of  their  obligations  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  probably  result  in  the  payment  of  at  least  a million  dollars 
into  the  State  Treasury  within  a comparatively  brief  period  thereafter. 
This  Department  has  no  additional  legislation  to  suggest,  as  it  is  believed 
that  the  act  of  May  20,  1864-,  will  in  time  accomplish  a full  settlement  of 
all  arrearages  for  lands. 

Though  not  strictly  within  the  province  of  an  official  report  from  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  it  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  recount  certain  interesting  facts, 
which,  whilst  they  belong  to  general  history,  yet  have  a particular  connec- 
tion with  the  lands  of  [Pennsylvania. 

By  the  terms  of  the  Charter  from  Charles  IT,  dated  March  4-,  1681,  the 
title  to  all  the  lands  within  the  charter  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  was  vested 
in  WiLLi.^M  Penn,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

William  Penn  was  the  son  and  heir  of  a distinguished  Admiral  in  the 
British  navy,  who,  at  his  death,  left  claims  against  the  Crown  amounting 
to  £16,000.  It  was  in  liquidation  of  these  claims  thatthe  grant  was  made. 
Penn’s  first  connection  with  America  was  as  a trustee  of  the  proprietor  of 
West  .Jersey.  The  province  of  New  .Jersey  was  divided  into  East  and 
West  .Jersey.  In  1675  Lord  Berkeley  transferred  the  western  half  to  .John 
Fenwick,  in  trust  for  Edward  Byllinge,  both  “of  the  people  called  Quakers.” 
Becoming  embarrassed,  Byllinge  transferred  his  interest  to  trustees,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  and  Penn  became  one  of  the  trustees.  Subse- 
quently, as  Proud  states,  he  and  eleven  other  persons  became  the  jiroprie- 
tors  of  East  Jersey.  lie  also,  in  1682,  purchased  from  the  Duke  of  York 
“the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,”  which  now  constitute  the  State  of 
Delaware. 

It  is  popularly  supposed  that  Pennsylvania  w'as  so  named  by  her  founder 
in  honor  of  himself,  but  this  is  an  error.  Penn  wished  to  call  the  province 
New  Wales  ; but  the  King,  with  most  excellent  taste,  and  to  do  honor  to 
the  memory  of  Admiral  Penn,  the  father  of  William,  insisted  on  calling 
it  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was  accordingly  so  styled  in  the  charter  which  con 
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veyed  it  to  Penn,  and  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  land  titles  of  the 
State.  The  following  is  a literal  copy  of  this  charter  : 

Cliarter  of  tlie  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

CHARLES  THE  SECOND,  BY  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c..  To  all  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come  GREETING  Whereas  our  Trustie  and 
well  beloved  Subject,  William  Peuu,  Esquire,  soon  and  heire  of  Sir  William 
Penn,  deceased,  out  of  a commendable  desire  to  enlarge  our  English  Em- 
pire, and  prtmiote  such  useful  comodities  as  may  bee  of  benefitt  to  us  and 
our  Dominions,  as  alsoe  to  reduce  the  Savage  Natives  by  gentle  and  iust 
manners  to  the  love  of  civill  Societie  and  Christian  Religion  hath  humbley 
besought  leave  of  vs  to  transport  an  ample  colonie  vnto  a certaine  Couutrey 
hereinafter  described  in  the  partes  of  A merica  not  yet  cultevated  and  plant- 
ed. And  hath  likewise  humbley  besought  our  Royall  majestic  to  give,  grant, 
and  confirme  all  the  said  couu  rey  with  certaine  priviledges  and  Jurisdic- 
CODS  requisite  for  the  good  Government  and  saftie  of  the  said  Countrey  and 
Colonie,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever.  KNOW  YEE,  therefore,  that  wee, 
favoring  the  petition  and  good  purpose  of  the  said  William  Penn,  and  have- 
ing  I'egard  to  the  memorie  and  meritts  of  his  late  father,  in  divers  services, 
and  pertieulerly  to  his  conduct,  courage  and  discretion  vnder  our  dearest 
brother,  James,  Duke  of  Yorke,  in  that  signall  battell  and  victorie,  fought 
and  obtayned  aga  nst  the  Dutch  fleete,  comanded  by  the  fleer  Von  Opdam, 
in  the  yeare  One  thousand  six  hundred  sixtie-five,  in  consideration  thereof 
of  our  special  grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  meere  motion.  Have  given 
and  granted,  and  by  this  our  present  Charter,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  succes- 
sors, Doe  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  as- 
signes  ail  that  tract  or  parte  of  land  in  America,  with  all  the  Islands  therein 
conteyned,  as  the  same  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Delaware  River,  from 
twelve  miles  distance,  Northwarde  of  New  Castle  Towne  unto  the  three 
and  fortieth  degree  of  Northern  latitude  if  the  said  River  doth  extend  soe 
farre  Northwards;  But  if  the  said  River  shall  not  extend  soe  farre  North- 
ward, then  by  the  said  River  soe  farr  as  it  doth  extend,  and  from  the  head 
of  the  said  River  the  Easterne  bounds  are  to  bee  determined  by  a meridian 
line,  to  bee  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  said  River  vnto  the  said  three  and 
fortieth  degree,  the  said  lands  to  extend  Westwards,  five  degrees  in  longi- 
tude, to  bee  computed  from  the  said  Eastern  Bounds,  and  the  said  lands  to 
bee  bounded  on  the  North,  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  fortieth  de- 
gree of  Northern  latitude,  and  on  the  south,  by  a circle  drawn  at  twelve 
miles,  distance  from  New  Castle  Northwards,  and  Westwards  vnto  the  be- 
gining  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  Northerue  Latitude  ; and  then  by  a streight 
line  Westwards,  to  the  limitt  of  Longitude  above  menconed.  WEE  DOE 
also  give  and  grant  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assigues, 
the  free  and  vndisturbed  vse,  and  continuance  in,  and  passage  into  and 
out  of  all  and  singular  Ports,  harbours,  Bayes,  waters,  rivers.  Isles  and  In- 
letts,  belonging  vnto  or  leading  to  and  from  the  Couutrey,  or  Islands  afore- 
said ; and  all  the  soyle,  lands,  fields,  woods,  vuderwoods,  mountaines,  hills, 
fenns,  Isles,  Lakes,  Rivers,  waters,  rivuletts,  Bays  and  Inletts,  scituate  or 
being  within  or  belonging  vnto  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  aforesaid,  togeather 
with  the  fishing  of  all  sortes  of  fish,  whales,  sturgeons,  and  all  Royall  and 
other  fishes  in  the  sea,  bayes,  Inletts,  waters  or  Rivers,  within  the  prem- 
ises, and  the  fish  therein  taken,  and  alsoe  all  veines,  mines  and  quarries,  as 
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well  discovered  as  not  discovered,  of  Gold,  Silver,  Gemms  and  pretious 
Stones,  and  all  other  whatsoever,  stones,  metalls,  or  of  any  nther  thing  or 
matter  whatsoever,  found  or  to  bee  found  within  the  Countrey,  Isles,  or 
Limitts  aforesaid  ; and  him  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes, 
WKE  DOE,  by  this  our  Koyal  Charter,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,' 
make,  create  and  constitute  the  true  and  absolute  proprietaries  of  the  Couu- 
trey  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other,  the  premises,  saving  alwayes  to  vs,  our 
heires  and  successors,  the  faith  and  allegiance  of  the  said  William  Penn, 
his  heires  and  assignes,  and  of  all  other,  the  proprietaries,  tenants  and  In- 
habitants that  are,  or  shall  be  within  the  Territories  and  precincts  afore- 
said ; and  saving  also  vnto  vs,  our  heires  and  Successors,  the  Sovreiguity 
of  the  aforesaid  Countrey,  TO  HAVE,  hold  and  possesse  and  enjoy  the 
said  tract  of  Land,  Countrey,  Isles,  Inletts  and  other  the  premises,  vnto  the 
said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes,  to  the  only  proper  vse  and  be- 
hoofe  of  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes  forever.^  To  bee 
holden  of  vs,  our  heires  and  Successors,  Kings  of  England,  as  of  our  Castle 
of  Windsor,  in  our  County  of  Berks,  in  free  and  common  socage  by  fealty 
only  for  all  services,  and  not  in  Capite  or  by  Knights  service,  \ eelding  and 
paying  therefore  to  vs,  our  heires  and  Successors,  two  Beaver  Skins  to  bee 
delivered  att  our  said  Castle  of  Windsor,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
every  yeare  ; and  also  the  fifth  parte  of  all  Gold  and  Silver  Oare,  which 
shall  from  time  to  time  happen  to  be  found  within  the  Limitts  aforesaid, 
cleare  of  all  charges,  and  of  our  further  grace  certaine  knowledge  and  meere 
mocon,  wee  have  thought  titt  to  Erect,  and  wee  doe  hereby  Erect  the  afore- 
said Country  and  Islands,  into  a province  and  Seigniorie,  and  doe  call  itt 
Peusilvania,  and  soe  from  henceforth  wee  will  have  itt  called,  and  foras- 
much as  wee  have  hereby  made  and  ordeyned  the  aforesaid  William  Penn, 
his  heires  and  assignes,  the  true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  of  all  the  Lands 
and  f^nminions  .'iforesn'd  KNO  W y vr."  t!?f'r''fcrc,  that  wee  reposing  spe- 
cial trust  and  confidence  in  the  fidelitie,  wisdome.  Justice,  and  provident 
circumspeccon  of  the  said  William  Penn,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors, 
Doe  grant  free,  full  and  absolute  power,  by  vertue  of  these  presents  to  him 
and  his  heires,  and  to  his  and  their  Deputies,  and  Lieutenants,  for  the  good 
and  happy  government  of  the  said  Couutrey,  to  ordeyne,  make,  enact  and 
vnder  his  and  their  Seales  to  publish  any  Lawes  whatsover,  for  the  raising 
of  money  for  the  publick  vse  of  the  said  province,  or  for  any  other  end  ap- 
perteyning  either  vnto  the  ]>ublick  state,  peace,  or  safety  of  the  said  Coun- 
trey, or  vnto  the  private  vtility  of  perticular  persons,  according  vnto  their 
best  discretions,  by  and  with  the  advice,  assent  and  approbacon  of  the  free- 
men of  the  said  Couutrey,  or  the  greater  parte  of  them,  or  of  their  Dele- 
gates or  Deputies,  whom  for  the  Enacting  of  the  said  Lawes,  when,  and  as_ 
often  as  need  shall  require.  WEE  WILL,  that  the  said  William  Penn,  and 
his  heires,  shall  assemble  in  such  sort  and  forme  as  to  him  and  them  shall 
seeme  best,  and  the  same  lawes  duely  to  execute  vnto,  and  upon  all  people 
within  the  said  Countrey  and  limits  thereof;  and  WEE  doe  likewise  give 
and  grant  unto  the  said  William  Penn,  and  his  heires,  and  to  his  and  their 
Deputies  and  Lieutenants,  such  power  and  authoritie  to  appoint  and  estab- 
lish any  Judges,  and  Justices,  magistrates  and  officers  whatsoever,  for  what 
causes  soever,  for  the  probates  of  wills  and  for  the  granting  of  adminis- 
tracoos  within  the  precincts  aforesaid,  and  with  what  power  soever,  and  in 
such  forme  as  to  the  said  William  Penn,  or  his  heires,  shall  seeme  most 
convenient.  Alsoe,  to  remitt,  release,  pardon  and  abolish,  whether  before 
Judgement  or  after,  all  crimes  and  oB'ences,  whatsoever  committed  within 
the  said  Countrey,  against  the  said  Lawes,  treason  and  wilfull  and  raalitious 
murder  onely  excepted  ; and  in  those  cases,  to  grant  reprieves  untill  our 
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pleasure  maj  bee  kuowne  thereon,  and  to  doe  all  and  every  other  thing  and 
things  which  vnto  the  complete  establishment  of  Justice  unto  Courts  and 
Tribunals,  formes  of  Judicature  aud  mauner  of  proceedings  doe  belong,  al- 
though in  these  presents  expresse  mencon  bee  not  made  thereof ; and  by 
Judges  by  them  delegated  to  award  processe,  hold  pleas  and  determine  in 
all  the  said  Courts  and  Tribunals,  all  accons,  suits  and  causes  whatsoever, 
as  well  criminall  as  civil),  personall,  reall  and  mixt,  which  Lawes  soe  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  published.  Our  pleasure  is,  and  soe  Wee  enjoyne,  require 
and  command  shall  bee  most  absolute  and  avaylable  in  law,  and  that  all  the 
Liege  people  and  Subjects  of  vs,  our  heirs  and  successors,  doe  observe  and 
keepe  the  same  inviolable  in  those  partes,  soe  farr  as  they  concerne  them, 
vnder  the  paine  therein  expressed,  or  to  bee  expressed.  Provided  ; Never- 
theles,  that  the  said  Lawes  bee  consonant  to  reason,  and  bee  not  repugnant 
or  contrarie,  but  as  neere  as  conveniently  may  bee  agreeable  to  the  Lawes, 
statutes  and  rights  of  this  our  Kingdoms  of  England,  and  saveing  and  re- 
serving to  vs,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  receiving,  hearing  and  determin- 
ing of  the  appeals  and  appeales,  of  all  or  any  person  or  persons,  of,  in  or 
belonging  to  the  territories  aforesaid,  or  touching  any  judgement  to  bee 
there  made  or  given. — And  forasmuch  as  in  the  Government  of  soe  great  a 
Countrey,  sudden  accidents  doe  often  happen,  whereunto  itt  will  be  neces- 
sarie  to  apply  a remedie  before  the  freeholders  of  the  said  Province,  or  their 
Delegates  or  Deputies  can  bee  assembled  to  the  makeing  of  Lawes,  neither 
will  itt  be  convenient  that  instantly  vpon  every  such  emergent  occasion, 
soe  greate  a multitude  should  be  called  together.  Therefore,  for  the  better 
Government  of  the  said  Countrey,  WEE  WILL,  and  ordeyne,  and  by  these 
presents  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  Doe  grant  vnto  the  said  William 
Penn  and  his  heires,  by  themselves  or  by  their  magistrates  and  officers,  in 
that  behalfe,  duelyto  bee  ordeyned  as  aforesaid,  to  make  and  constitute,  fitt 
and  wholesome  ordinances  from  time  to  time  within  the  said  Country,  to 
bee  kept  and  observed  as  well  for  the  preservacon  of  the  peace,  as  for  the 
better  government  of  the  people  there  inhabiting,  and  publickly  to  notifie 
the  same,  to  all  persons  whome  the  same  doeth  or  any  way  may  concerne, 
which  ordinances  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  shall  be  observed  inviolably  with- 
in the  said  Province,  vnder  paines  therein  to  bee  expressed,  soe  as  the  said 
ordinance  bee  consonant  to  reason  and  bee  not  repugnant  nor  contrary,  but 
soe  farre  as  conveniently  may  bee  agreeable  with  the  Lawes  of  our  king- 
dome  of  England,  and  soe  as  the  said  ordinances  be  not  extended  in  any 
sort  to  bind,  charge  or  take  away  the  right  or  interest  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons, for  or  in  their  life,  members,  freehold,  goods  or  Chattells  ; and  our 
further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  Lawes  for  regulateing  and  governing 
of  propertie,  within  the  said  Province,  as  well  for  the  descent  and  enjoy- 
ment of  lands,  as  likewise  for  the  enjoyment  and  succession  of  goods  and 
Chattells,  and  likewise  as  to  felonies,  shall  be  and  continue  the  same  as 
shall  bee  for  the  time  being,  by  the  general  course  of  the  law  in  our  King- 
dome  of  England,  vntil  the  said  Lawes  shall  be  altered  by  the  said  William 
Penn,  his  heires  or  assignes,  and  by  the  freemen  of  the  said  Province,  their 
Delegates  or  Deputies,  or  the  greater  part  of  them.  And  to  the  End  the 
said  William  Penn,  or  heires,  or  other,  the  Planters,  Owners  or  Inhabitants 
of  said  Province,  may  not  att  any  time  hereafter,  by  misconstrucon  of  the 
powers  aforesaid,  through  inadvertiencie  or  designe,  depart  from  that  faith 
and  due  allegiance  which  by  the  Lawes  of  this  our  Realme  of  England,  they 
and  all  our  subjects,  in  our  Dominions  and  Territories,  always  owe  vnto  vs, 
our  heires  and  successors,  by  colour  of  any  extent  or  largenesse  of  powers 
hereby  given,  or  pretended  to  bee  given,  or  by  force  or  colour  of  any  lawes 
hereafter  to  bee  made  in  the  said  Province,  by  virtue  of  any  such  powers. 
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Our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  a transcript  or  Duplicate  of  all  lawes 
which  shall  bee  soe  as  aforesaid,  made  and  published  within  the  said  Prov- 
ince, shall  within  five  yeares  after  the  raakeing  thereof,  be  transmitted  and 
delivered  to  the  privy  Councell,  for  the  time  being,  of  vs,  our  heires  and 
successors  ; and  if  any  of  the  said  Lawes  within  the  space  of  six  months, 
after  that  they  shall  be  soe  transmitted  and  delivered,  bee  declared  by  vs, 
our  heires  and  successors,  in  our  or  their  privy  Councill,  inconsistent  with 
the  sovereignety  or  lawfull  prerogative  of  vs,  our  heires  or  successors,  or 
contrary  to  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  by  the  legall  Government  of  this 
reaime,  from  the  said  William  Penn,  or  his  heires,  or  of  the  Planters  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  province  ; and  that  therevpon  any  of  the  said  Lawes 
shall  bee  adiudged  and  declared  to  bee  void  by  vs,  our  heires  or  successors, 
vnder  our  or  their  Privy  Seale,  that  then,  and  from  henceforth  such  Lawes 
concerning  which  such  Judgement  and  declaracon  shall  be  made,  shall  be- 
come voyd,  otherwise  the  said  lawes  soe  transmitted,  shall  remaine  and 
stand  in  full  force  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof.  Fur- 
thermore, that  this  new  Colony  may  the  more  happily  increase,  bythe  mul- 
titude of  people  resorting  thither  ; THEREFORE,  WEE,  for  vs,  our  heires 
and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  by  these  presents,  power,  licence  and  lib- 
ertie  vnto  all  the  liege  people  and  subjects,  both  present  and  future  of  us, 
our  heires  and  successors,  excepting  those  who  shall  bee  especially  forbid- 
den, to  transport  themselves  and  families  vnto  the  ^aid  Countrey,  with  such 
convenient  shipping,  as  by  the  lawes  of  this,  our  kingdome  of  England,  they 
ought  to  use  Avith  fitting  j)rovisions  paying  only  the  customs  therefore  due, 
and  there  to  settle  themselves,  dwell  and  inhabit  and  plant  for  the  public 
and  their  own  private  advantage;  AND  FURTHERMORE,  that  our  sub- 
jects may  bee  the  rather  encouraged  to  undertake  this  cxpedicon  with  ready 
and  cheerful  mindes.  KNOW  YEE,  that  wee  of  our  especial  grace,  oer- 
baiue  knowledge  and  meere  mocon,  Doe  give  and  grant  by  vertue  of  these 
presents,  as  well  vnto  the  said  William  Penn  and  his  heires,  as  to  all  others 
who  shall  from  time  to  time  repaire  vnto  the  said  Countrey,  with  a purpose 
to  inhabit  there,  or  to  trade  with  the  natives  of  the  said  Country,  full  license 
to  lade  and  freight  in  any  Ports,  whatsoever  of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors, 
according  to  the  lawes,  made,  or  to  be  made  within  our  kingdome  of  En- 
gland, and  into  the  said  Countrey,  by  them,  their  servants  or  assignes,  to 
transport  all  and  singular  theire  wares,  goods  and  merchandizes,  as  like- 
wise, all  sorts  of  graine  whatsoever,  and  all  other  things  whatsoever  ne- 
cessary for  food  or  cloathing,  not  phibited  by  the  lawes  aud  Statutes  of  our 
kingdomes  and  Dominions,  to  be  carryed  out  of  the  said  kingdomes  without 
any  lett  or  molestacon  of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  or  of  any  the  officers 
of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  saveing  alwayes  to  vs,  our  heires  and  suc- 
cessors, the  legall  impossitons,  customes,  and  other  duties  and  payments  for 
the  said  wares  and  merchandize^  by  any  law  or  statute  due  or  to  be  due  to 
vs,  our  heires  and  successors.  AND  WEE  DOE  further  for  vs,  our  heires 
and  Successors  give  and  grant  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and 
assignes,  free  and  absolute  power  to  Divide  the  said  Countrey,  and  Islands, 
into  Townes,  Hundreds  and  Counties,  and  to  erect  and  incorporate  Townes 
into  Borroughs,  and  Burroughs  into  Citties,  and  to  make  and  constitute 
ffaires  and  markets  therein,  with  all  other  convenient  privileges  and  immu- 
nities according  to  the  merits  oi  the  inhabitants  and  the  fittness  of  the  places  ; 
& to  doe  all  and  every  other  thing  and  things  touching  the  premises  which 
to  him  or  them  shall  seeme  requisite,  and'  meet,  albeit  they  be  such  as  of 
their  owne  nature  might  otherwise  require  a more  especiall  comandment 
and  warrant,  than  in  these  presents  is  expressed.  WE  WILL  ALSOE, 
and  by  these  presents  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  WEE  doe  give  and 
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grant  licence  by  this  onr  charter,  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and 
assignes,  and  to  all  inhabitants  and  dwellers  in  pvince  aforesaid,  both  present, 
and  to  come  to  import  or  vnlade  bv  themselves  or  their  Servants,  Ifactors  or 
assigues,  all  merchandizes  and  goods  whatsoever,  that  shall  arise  of  the 
fruites  and  comodities  of  the  said  province,  either  by  Land  or  Sea,  into  any 
of  the  Ports  of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  in  our  kingdome  of  K'ngland, 
and  not  into  any  other  country  whatsoever.  And  WEE  give  him  full  power 
to  dispose  of  the  said  goods  in  the  said  ports,  and  if  need  bee,  within  one 
yeare  next  after  the  unladeing  of  the  same,  to  lade  the  said  merchandizes 
and  goods  again  into  the  same  or  other  shipps,  and  to  export  the  same  into 
any  other  Oountreys,  either  of  our  Dominions  or  fforreigne,  according  to 
law  : Provided  alwayes.  that  they  pay  such  customes  and  imposicons,  sub- 
sidies and  duties  for  the  same  to  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  as  the  rest 
of  our  subjects  of  our  kingdome  of  England,  for  the  time  being  shall  be  bound 
to  pay,  and  doe  observe  the  acts  of  NavigatiDU  apd  other  lawes  in  that  be- 
halfe  made.  AND  FURTHEKMORE;  of.  o.ur, more' ample  and. especjall 
grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  meere  motion,  WEE  DOE,  f<)T  vs,  ottr  heires 
and  successors.  Grant  vnto  the  said  \Viiliam  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes, 
full  and  absolute  power  and  authoriiie,  to  make,  erect,  and  Cf)ustit,ute  within 
the  said  province,  and  the  Isles  and  Jsletts  aforesaid, -such  and  soe  many 
Seaports,  harbours.  Creeks,  Havens,  Keyes  and  other  places,  for  dischsirge 
and  vnlading  of  goods,  & merchandize  out  of  the  shipps,  boates  and  other 
vessells,  and  Ladeing  them  in  such  and  soe  many  places,  and  with  such 
rights,  Jurisdiccons,  liberties  and  privileges  unto  the  said  ports,  belonging 
as  to  him  or  them,  shall  seeme  most  expedient,  and  that  all  and  singular  the 
shipps,  boates  and  other  vessells,  which  shall  come  for  merchandize  and 
trade,  vnto  the  said  pvince,  or  out  of  the  same  shall  depart,  shall  be  laden 
or  vnladen  onely  att  such  ports  as  shall  be  erected  and  constituted  bv  the 
said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes,  any  vse,  customc  or  other  thing 
to  the  contrary  notwithstaning  : PROVIDED,  that  the  said  William  Penn 
and  his  heires,  and  the  Lieutenants  and  Governors  for  the  time  being,  shall 
admitt  and  receive  in  and  about  all  such  ports,  havens.  Creeks  and  Keyes, 
all  officers  and  their  Deputies,  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  for- 
that  purpose,  by  the  ffarmers  or  Commissioners  of  our  customes,  for  the 
time  being.  AND  WEE  DOE  further  appoint  and  ordaine,  and  by  these 
presents  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  WEE  DOE  grant  vnto  the  said 
William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes,  that  he  the  said  William  Penn,  his 
heires  and  assignes,  may  from  time  to  time  forever,  have  and  enjoy  the  cus- 
tomes and  subsidies  in  the  ports,  harbours  and  other  Creeks,  and  places 
aforesaid,  within  the  pvince  aforesaid,  payable  or  due  for  merchandizes  and 
wares,  there  to  be  laded  and  vnladed,  the  said  customes  and  subsidies  to  be 
reasonably  assessed,  vpon  any  occasion  by  themselves,  and  the  people  there 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  assembled  to  whom  WEE  give  power,  by  these  presents 
for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  vpon  iust  cause,  and  in  a due  pporcon,  to 
assesse  and  impose  the  same,  saveing  vnto  vs,  our  heires  and  successors, 
such  imposcons  and  customes  as  by  act  of  parliament  are  and  shall  be  ap- 
pointed ; and  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  the  said  William  Penn, 
his  heires  and  assignes,  shall  from  time  to  time  constitute  and  appoint  an 
attorney  or  agent,  to  reside  in  or  near  our  Citty  of  London,  who  shall  make 
knowne  the  place  where  he  shall  dwell  or  may  be  found,  vnto  the  Clerks  of 
Our  privy  Counsell,  for  the  time  being,  or  one  of  them,  and  shall  be  ready 
to  appeare  in  any  of  our  Courtts  att  Westminster,  to  answer  for  any  mis- 
demeanors that  shall  be  comitted,  or  by  any  wilfull  default  or  neglect  pmitted 
by  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  or  assignes,  against  our  Lawes  of 
'Irade  or  Navigacon,  and  after  it  shall  be  ascertained  in  any  of  the  our  said 
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Courts,  what  damages  WEE  or  our  heires  or  succe.^sors  shall  haue  sus- 
tained, by  such  default  or  neglect,  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and 
assignes,  shall  pay  the  same  within  one  yeare  after  such  taxacon  and  de- 
mand thereof,  from  such  attorney,  or  in  case  there  shall  be  noe  such  attor- 
ney, b}"  the  space  of  one  yeare,  or  such  attorney  shall  not  make  payment  of 
such  damages,  within  the  space  of  one  yeare,  and  answer  such  other  for- 
•feitures  and  penalties  within  the  said  time,  as  by  the  acts  of  parliament  in 
England,  are  or  shall  be  pvided,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  these  presents  : Then  it  shall  be  lawfule  for  vs,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
to  seize  and  Resume  the  government  of  the  said  pvince  or  Couutrey,  and 
the  same  to  retaine  until  payment  shall  be  made  thereof.  But  notwith- 
standing any  such  seizure  or  resumption  of  the  Government,  nothing  con- 
cerning the  propriety  or  ownership  of  any  Lands,  Tenements  or  other 
hereditaments,  or  goods,  or  chaUels  pf  any  of  the  adventurers,  Planters  or 
owners,  other  than  the  I’zspective-pffenders  there  shall  be  any  way  affected 
or  mo.h.st.ed  thereby  • PROA  IOEI)  alwayes,  and  our  will  and  pleasure  is 
that  neither  the  said  William  Penn,  nor  his  heires,  nor  any  other  the  inhitants 
of  the  said  pvince,  shall  at  ;«cy.'ti me  hereafter  haue  or  maintain  any  corres- 
pondence .with  any  other  king, -prince  or  State,  or  with  any  of  their  subjects, 
who  shall  then  be  in  warr  against  vs,  our  heires  or  successors;  Nor  shall 
the  'said  William  Penn,  or  his  heires,  or  any  other  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  pvince,  make  warr  or  doe  any  act  of  hostilitie  against  any  other  king, 
prince  or  state,  or  any  of  their  subjects,  who  shall  then  be  in  leasrue  or  ara.ty 
w-ith  vs,  our  heires  or  successors.  And  because  in  soe  remote  a Countrey, 
and  scituate  neare  many  Barbarous  Nations,  the  incursions  as  well  of  the 
savages  themselues,  as  of  other  enemies,  pirates  and  Robbers,  may  pbably 
be  feared.  Therefore,  WEE  have  given  and  for  vs,  our  heires  and  suc- 
cessors, Doe  give  power  by  these  presents  unto  the  said  William  Penn,  his 
heires  and  assignes,  by  themselues  or  their  Captaines  or  other,  their  officers 
to  levy,  muster  and  traine  all  sorts  of  men,  of  what  condicon,  or  whereso- 
ever borne,  in  the  said  pvince  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
make  warr  and  pursue  the  enemies  and  Robbers  aforesaid,  as  well  by  Sea 
as  by  Land,  yea,  even  without  the  Limits  of  the  said  pvince,  and  by  God’s 
assistance  to  vanquish  and  take  them,  and  being  taken,  to  pu^-  them  to 
death  by  the  law  of  Warr,  or  to  save  them  att  theire  pleasure,  and  to  doe 
all  and  every  other  act  and  thing,  which  to  the  charge  and  office  of  a Cap- 
taine  generall  of  an  Army,  belongeth  or  hath  accustomed  to  belong,  as  fully 
and  (freely  as  any  Captaine  Generali  of  an  Army,  hath  ever  had  the  same. 
AND  FURTHERMORE,  of  our  especiall  grace  and  of  our  certaine  kuow- 
ledg  and  meere  motion,  WEE  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  Doe  give  and  grant  vnto  the  said  William 
Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes,  full  and  absolute  power,  licence  and  authoritie, 
That  he  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  As.signes,  from  time  to  time 
hereafter  forever,  att  his  or  theire  will  and  pleasure,  may  assigne,  alien, 
grant,  demise  or  inffeoffe  of  the  premises,  soe  many,  and  such  partes  and 
parcells  to  him  or  them,  that  shall  be  willing  to  purchase  the  same,  as  they 
shall  thinke  ffitt.  TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  to  them,  the  said  person 
and  persons  willing  to  take  or  purchase,  theire  heires  and  assignes,  in  ffee 
simple  or  ffeetaile,  or  for  the  term  of  life,  or  hues,  or  yeares,  to  be  held  of 
the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and  assignes  a.s  of  the  said  Seiguiory  of 
Windsor,  by  such  services,  customes  and  rents,  as  shall  seeme  ffitt  to  tue 
said  William  Peon,  his  heires  and  assignes,  and  not  imediately  of  vs,  our 
heires  and  successors,  and  to  the  same  person  or  persons,  and  to  all  and 
every  of  them,  WEE  DOE  give  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  vs,  our 
heires  and  successors,  Licence,  authoritie  and  power,  that  such  person  or 
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persons  may  take  the  premisses  or  aay  parcel!  thereof,  of  the  aforesaid  Wil- 
liam Penn,  his  heires  or  assignes,  and  the  same  hold  to  themselues,  their 
heires  and  assignes,  in  what  estate  of  inheritance  soever,  in  Ifee  simple  or 
in  ffeetaile  or  otherwise,  as  to  him  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires  and 
assignes,  shall  seem  expedient  The  Statutes  made  in  the  parliament  of 
Edward,  sonne  of  king  Henry,  late  king  of  England,  our  predecessor,  com- 
monly called  the  Statute  Qui  Emptores  terrarum,  lately  published  in  oar 
kingdome  of  England,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding,  and  by  these  presen;  s, 
WEE  give  and  grant  licence  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  and  his  heires, 
likewise  to  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  to  whom  the  said  William 
Penn,  or  his  heires,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  grant  any  estate  of  inheri- 
tance as  aforesaid,  to  erect  any  parcells  of  Land  within  the  pvince  afore- 
said, into  mannors,  by  and  with  the  licence  to  be  first  had  and  obteyned  for 
that  purpose  vnder  the  hand  and  seale  of  the  said  William  Penn,  or  his 
heires,  and  in  every  of  the  said  mannors,  to  haue  and  to  hold  a Court  Baron, 
with  all  things  whatsoever,  w^hich  to  a Court  Baron  do  belong  ; and  to  haue 
and  to  hold  view  of  ffrank-pledge,  for  the  conservacon  of  the  peace,  and  the 
better  government  of  those  parties  by  themselves  or  their  Stewarts,  or  by 
the  Lords  for  the  time  being,  of  other  mannors  to  be  deputed  when  they 
shall  be  erected,  and  in  the  same  to  vse  all  things  belonging  to  view  of  ffrank- 
pledge  ; and  WEE  do  further  grant  licence  and  authoritie  that  every  such 
person  and  persons,  who  shall  erect  any  such  manaor  or  maimors  as  afore- 
said, shall  or  may  grant  all  or  any  parte  of  his  said  lands  to  any  person  or 
persons,  in  ffee  simple  or  any  other  estate  of  inheritance,  to  be  held  of  the 
said  mannors  respectively,  soe  as  noe  further  tenures  shall  be  created,  but 
tnau  vpon  uli  rurther  and  utnei'  alitLiacons  tueieuiier,  co  oe  m.i-de  me  said 


lands  soe  aliened,  shall  be  held  of  the  same  Lord  and  his  heires,  of  whom 
the  alien  did  then  before  hold,  and  by  the  like  rents  and  services,  which 
were  before  due  and  accustomed.  And  further,  our  pleasure  is  and  by  these 
presents  for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  WEE  doe  Covenant  and  grant 
to  and  wnth  the  said  William  Penn,  and  his  heires  and  assignes,  that  WES, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  shall  att  no  time  hereafter  sett  or  make,  or  cause 
to  be  sett,  any  imposicon,  custome  or  other  taxacon,  rate  or  contribucon 
whatsoever,  in  and  upon  the  dwellers  and  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  pvince, 
for  their  lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattels,  within  the  said  province,  or  in 
and  vpon  any  goods  or  merchandize  within  the  said  pvince,  or  to  be  laden 
or  vnladen  within  the  ports  or  harbours  of  the  said  pvince,  vnles  the  same 
be  with  the  consent  of  the  pprietary,  or  chiefe  Governor  and  Assembly,  or 
by  act  of  parliament  in  England.  And  our  pleasure  is,  and  for  us  our  heires 
and  successors,  WEE  charge  and  comand,  that  this  our  Declaracon,  shall 
from  heoceforward  be  received,  and  allowed  from  time  to  time  in  all  our 
Courts,  and  before  all  the  Judges  of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  for  .a 
sufiicient  and  lawful  discharge,  payment  and  acquittance,  comaiiding  all 
and  singular  the  ofucers  and  ministers  of  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  and 


enjoyneing  them  vpon  paine  of  our  high  displeasure,  that  they  doe  not  pre- 
sume att  any  time  to  attempt  any  thing  to  the  contrary  of  the  premises,  or 
that  they  doc  in  any  sort  withstand  the  same,  but  that 'they  bee  at  all  times 
aiding  and  assisting  as  is  fitting  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  and  his  heires, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  and  merchants  of  the  ’pvioee  aforesaid,  their  servants, 
ministers,  ffactors  and  assignes,  in  the  full  vse  and  fruitiou  uf  the  beneffivi 
of  this  our  Charter:  And  our  further  pleasure  is.  And  UTEE  doe  hereby, 
for  vs,  our  heires  and  successors,  charge  and  require  that  if  any  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  pvince,  to  the  number  of  Twenty,  shall  att  any  time 
hereafter  be  desirous,  and  shall  by  any  writeing  or  by  any  person  deputed 
fur  them,  signify  such  thair  desire  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  that  anv  pre.-cher 
2 Sub.  Gen  Rep. 
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or  preacLers  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  Bishop,  may  be  sent  vnto  them 
for  tbeir  instruccon,  that  then  such  preacher  or  preachers,  shall  and  may  be 
and  reside  within  the  said  pvince,  without  any  Ueniall  or  molestacon  what- 
soever ; and  if  pchance  it  should  happen  hereafter,  any  doubts  or  questions 
should  arise  concerneing  the  true  sence  & meaning  of  any  word  clause  or 
sentence,  conteyned  in  this  our  present  charter,  WEE  WILL  ordaine  and 
comand,  that  att  all  times  and  in  all  things  such  interpretacon  be-  made 
thereof,  and  allowed  in  any  of  our  Courts  whatsoever,  as  shall  be  adiudged 
most  advantageous  and  favourable  unto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heires 
and  assignes  : PROVIDED  alwayes  that  no  interpretacon  be  admitted 
thereof,  by  which  the  allegiance  due  vnto  us,  our  heires  and  successors,  may 
suffer  any  preiudice  or  diminucon,  although  expres  mencon  be  not  made  in 
these  presents,  of  the  true  yearly  value  or  certainty  of  the  premisses,  or  of 
any  parte  thereof,  or  of  other  guifts  and  grants  made  by  vs,  our  pgenitors 
or  predeofssors,  vnto  the  said  William  Penn,  or  any  Statute,  act,  ordinance, 
pvision,  pclamacon  or  restraint  heretofore,  had  made,  published,  ordained 
or  pvided,  or  any  other  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  to  the  contrary 
thereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  In  Witness  whereof  WEE  have 
caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patents.  Witness  our  selfe  at  West- 
minster, the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  yeare  of  our 
Reigne. 

PIGOTT. 

By  Writt  of  privy  Seale, 

John  Shaler,  chv’. 

xxvij  die  Janry,  1682,  Fir. 

On  the  second  of  April  following,  the  King  issued  a proclamation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  announcing  the  grant  to  Penn  and  the  gov- 
ernmental authority  with  which  he  had  been  clothed,  and  requiring  all  per- 
sons settled  within  the  province  to  yield  him  due  obedience.  The  following 
is  a literal  copy  of  this  proclamation,  the  original  of  which  remains  in  the 
Land  Office  ; 

CHARLES  R. 

Whereas  his  Majesty,  in  consideration  of  the  great  merit  and  faithfull 
services  of  Sir  William  Penn  deceast  and  for  divers  other  good  causes 
him  thereunto  moving,  hath  been  graciously  pleased  by  Letters  Patteuts 
bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  to  give  and  grant  unto  William 
J’enn  Esquire  Son  and  heir  of  the  said  Sir  W'illiam  Penn  All  that  tract  of 
land  in  America  called  by  the  name  of  Pensilvania  as  the  same  is  bounded 
on  the  East  by  Delaware  River  from  twelve  miles  distance  Northwards  of 
New  Castle  Touue  unto  the  three  and  fortieth  degree  of  INorthern  Lauiude 
if  the  said  River  doth  extend  soe  farr  Northwards  and  if  the  said  River 
shall  not  extend  soe  farr  Northward  then  by  the  said  river  soe  farr  as  it 
doth  extend,  And  from  the  head  of  the  said  River  the  Eastern  Bounds  to 
bee  determined  by  a Meridian  Line  to  bee  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  said 
River  unto  the  said  Three  and  Fortieth  Degree;  the  said  Province  to  ex- 
tend Westward  five  degrees  in  Longitude  to  bee  computed  from  the  said 
Eastern  bounds,  and  to  bee  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  beginning  of  the 
Three  and  Fortieth  Degree  of  Northerne  Latitude  ; and  on  the  8outh  by 
a circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  New  Castle  Northwards  and 
Westwards  unto’  the  beginning  of  the  Fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Lati- 
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tude  and  then  by  a straight  Line  westwards  to  the  limit  of  Longitude  above 

mentioned Together  with  all  Powers  Preheminences 

and  Jurisdictions  necessary  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Province,  as  by 
the  said  Letters  Patents  reference  being  thereunto  had  doth  more  at  large 
appear.  His  Ma:-tie  doth  therefore  hereby  publish  and  declare  his  Royal 
Will  and  Pleasure  that  all  persons  settled  or  inhabiting  within  the  limitts  of 
the  said  Province  doe  yield  all  due  obedience  to  the  said  William  Penn  his 
heirs  and  assigns  as  absolute  Proprietaries  and  Governors  thereof,  as  also 
to  the  Deputy  or  Deputies,  Agents  or  Lievtenants,  lawfully  commission- 
ated  by  him  or  them  according  to  the  powers  and  authorities  granted  by 
the  said  Letters  Patents  wherewith  His  Ma:-tie  expects  and  requires  a ready 
complyance  from  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern  as  they  tender  His 
Ma:-ties  displeasure.  Given  at  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  Second  day  of 
April  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  year  of  His  Ma:-ties  Reigne. 

By  His  Ma:-tie’s  Command 

CONWAY. 

To  ye  Inhabitants  and  Planters  of  Pensilvania,  in  America 

The  magnificent  province  thus  granted  to  Penn,  by  a calculation  of  the 
contents  of  the  charter  boundaries,  contained  thirty-five  million  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  thousand  six  hundred  acres,  or  about  fifty-five  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  square  miles.  The  final  adjustment  of  these 
boundaries  with  Maryland,  Virginia  and  New  York,  did  not  take  place  till 
after  the  lapse  of  many  years,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  Delaware, 
with  the  rights  to  its  islands,  was  the  subject  of  compromise  with  the  State 
of  New  Jersey.  It  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  owner  of  more  than 
thirty-  five  million  acres  of  land  would,  in  a worldly  point  of  view,  be  a happy 
and  prosperous  man.  But  although  William  Penn’s  temper  and  religious 
principles  were  such  as  conduced  to  contentment  of  mind,  yet  the  possession 
and  management  of  this  immense  landed  estate  yielded  him  but  little  be- 
sides mental  disquietude  and  pecuniary  embarrassment.  So  far  had  his 
fortunes  become  impaired  in  1708,  by  the  expense  attending  the  establish- 
ment of  his  province,  that  to  clear  a debt  contracted  for  settling  and  im- 
proving It,  he  was  compelled  to  borrow  £6,600,  (about  $30,000,)  and  se- 
cure the  loan  by  a mortgage  of  the  province.  His  embarrassments  continu- 
ing,  in  the  year  1712  he  negotiated  with  Queen  Anne  for  the  transfer  of 
the  government  of  the  province  to  the  crown,  for  which  he  was  to*  receive 
£ 12,000.  A bill  for  this  purpose  was  introduced  in  Parliament  and  a small 
portion  of  the  money  advanced,  but  the  transfer  never  was  formally  exe- 
cuted. Penn  died  in  1718.  By  his  will,  made  in  1712,  .he  devised  his 
lands,  rents,  &c.,  in  America  to  his  wife  Hannah,  intrust  to  dispose  of  so 
much  as  was  sufScient  to  pay  his  debts,  and  then  to  convey  forty  thousand 
acres  to  William  Pesn,  Jr.,  his  issue  by  a former  wife,  and  the  rest  of^his 
vast  landed  estate  here  to  his  children  by  the  second  wife,  in  whom  the  title 
remained  till  1778,  when  it  was  assumed  by  the  State. 

After  he  had  secured  his  grant  from  the  King,  Penn  issued  proposals  for 
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the  sale  of  lands  in  the  province,  and  a large  number  of  purchasers  soon 
appeared  in  London,  Liverpool  and  Bristol.  The  proprietary  then  agreed 
with  the  purchasers  on  the  first  deed  of  settlement,  “ which  in  part  may  be 
regarded  as  an  essay  towards  a constitution  of  government,  according  to  the 
powers  granted  him  by  charter.”  This  compact  was  as  follows  : 

CERTAIN  CONDITIONS  OR  CONCESSIONS, 

Aareed  upon  by  William  Penn,  Proprietary  and  Governor  of  iRe  Province 
'of  Pennsylvania  and  those  who  are  the  adventurers  and  purchasers  in 
the  so,me  province  the  Eleventh  of  July,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty- one. 

First.  That  so  soon  as  it  pleaseth  God  that  the  above  said  persons  ar- 
rive there,  a quantity  of  land  or  Ground  plat  shall  be  laid  out  for  a large 
Town  or  City  in  the  most  convenient  place  upon  the  River  for  health  and 
navigation  ; and  every  purchaser  and  adventurer  shall  by  lot  have  so  much 
land  therein  as  will  answer  to  the  proportion  which  he  hath  bought  or  taken 
on  upon  rent.  But  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  surveyors  shall  consider  what 
Roads  or  Highways  will  be  necessary  to  the  Cities,  Towns  or  through  the 
lands  Great  roads  from  City  to  City  not  to  contain  less  than  forty  feet  m 
breadth  shall  be  first  laid  out  and  declared  to  be  for  highways  before  the 
Dividend  of  acres  be  laid  out  for  the  purchaser,  and  the  like  observation  to 
be  had  for  the  streets  in  the  Towns  and  Cities,  that  there  may  be  convenient 
roads  and  streets  preserved  not  to  be  encroached  upon  by  any  planter  or 
builder  that  none  may  build  irregularly  to  the  damage  of  another,  in  this 

^'^Secondk.  That  the  land  in  the  Town  be  laid  out  together  after  the  pro- 
portion of  ten  thousand  acres  of  the  whole  country,  that  is  two  hundred 
Lres  if  the  place  will  bear  it:  However  that  the  proportion  be  by  lot  and 
entire  so  as  those  that  desire  to  be  together,  especially  those  that  are  by  the 
catalogue  laid  together,  may  be  so  laid  together  both  in  the  town  & Country. 

Thirdly.  That  when  the  Country  lots  are  laid  out,  every  purchaser  from 
one  thousand  to  Ten  thousand  acres  or  more,  not  to  have  above  One  thou- 
sand acres  together,  unless  in  three  years  they  plant  a family  upon  every 
thousand  acres  ; but  that  all  such  as  purchase  together,  he  together  ; and 
if  as  many  as  comply  with  this  Condition,  that  the  whole  be  laid  out  to- 

^^Fo^urthly.  That  where  any  number  of  purchasers,  more  or  less,  whose 
number  of  acres  amounts  to  Five  or  ten  thousand  acres,  desire  to  sit  to- 
getherin  a lot  or  Township,  they  shall  have  their  lot  or  Township  cast 
together  in  such  places  as  have  convenient  Harbours  or  navigable  iiveis 
Ittending  it,  if  such  can  be  found,  and  in  case  any  one  or  more  I urchasers 
iilant  not  accoiding  to  agreement,  in  this  concession  to  the  piejudice 
others  of  the  same  Township  upon  complaint  thereof  made  to  the  Governor 
or  his  deputy,  with  assistance  they  may  award  (if  they  see  cause)  that  the 
complaiidng  purchaser  may,  paying  the  survey  money,  and  purchase  money, 
and  \uteresl\hereof,  be  entitled,  inrolled,  and  lawfully  invested  in  the  lands 

“ That  the  proportion  ol  lands  that  shall  be  laid  out  in  the  first 

r^reat  Tifwn  or  City,  for  every  purchaser,  shall  be  after  the  proportion  o 
Ten  acres  for  every  Five  hundred  acres  purchased,  if  the  p.ace  wi  1 allow  it 
Sixthly’.  That  notwilhstaudiiig  there  be  no  mention  made  m the  .-pevcral 
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Deeds  made  to  the  purchasers,  yet  the  said  William  Peuu,  does  accord  and 
declare,  that  all  Rirers,  Rivulets,  Woods  and  Underwoods,  Waters,  Water- 
courses, Quarries,  Mines  and  Minerals,  (except  mines  Royal,)  shall  be  freely 
and  fully  enjoyed  and  wholly  by  the  purchasers  into  whose  lot  they  fall. 

Seventhly.  That  for  every  Fifty  acres  that  shall  be  allotted  to  a serv^ant, 
at  the  end  of  his  service,  his  Quitrent  shall  be  two  shillings  per  annum,  and 
the  master  or  owner  of  the  Servant,  when  he  shall  take  up  the  other  Fifty 
acres,  his  Quitrent  shall  be  Four  shillings  by  the  year,  or  if  the  master  of 
the  servant,  (by  reason  of  the  Indentures  he  is  so  obliged  to  do,)  allot  out 
to  the  Servant  Fifty  acres  in  his  own  Division,  the  said  master  shall  have 
on  demand  allotted  him  from  the  Governor,  the  One  hundred  acres,  at  the 
chief  rent  of  Six  shillings  per  annum. 

Eighthly.  And  for  the  encouragement  of  such  as  are  ingenious,  and 
willing  to  search  out  Gold  and  silver  mines  in  this  province,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that  they  have  liberty  to  bore  and  dig  in  any  man’s  property,  fully 
paying  the  damage  done,  and  in  case  a Discovery  should  be  made,  that  the 
discoverer  have  One  Fifth,  the  owner  of  the  soil  (if  not  the  Discoverer)  a 
Tenth  part,  the  Governor  Two  Fifths,  and  the  rest  to  the  public  Treasury, 
saving  to  the  king  the  share  reserved  by  patent. 

Ninthly.  In  every  hundred  thousand  acres,  the  Governor  and  Proprie- 
tary by  lot  reserveth  Ten  to  himself,  which  shall  lie  but  in  one  place. 

Tenthly.  That  every  man  shall  be  bound  to  plant  or  man  so  much  of  his 
share  of  Land  as  shall  be  set  out  and  surveyed  within  three  years'  after  it  is 
so  set  out  and  surveyed,  or  else  it  shall  be  lawful  for  new  comers  to  be  set- 
tled thereupon,  paying  to  them  their  survey  money,  and  they  go  up  higher 
for  their  shares. 

Eleventhly.  Ihere  shall  be  no  buying  and  seiiing,  be  it  with  an  Indian, 
or  one  among  another  of  any  Goods  to  be  exported  but  what  shall  be  per- 
formed in  public  market,  when  such  place  shall  be  set  apart  or  erected, 
where  they  shall  pass  the  public  Stamp  or  Mark.  If  bad  ware  and  prized 
as  good,  or  deceitful  in  proportion  or  weight,  to  forfeit  the  value  as  if  good, 
and  full  weight  and  proportion  to  the  public  Treasury  of  the  Province, 
whether  it  be  the  merchandize  of  the  Indian  or  that  of  the  Planters. 

Twelfthly.  And  forasmuch  as  it  is  usual  with  the  planters  to  overreach 
the  poor  natives  of  the  Country  in  Trade,  by  Goods  not  being  good  of  the 
kind,  or  debased  with  mixtures,  with  which  they  are  sensibly  aggrieved,  it 
is  agreed,  whatever  is  sold  to  the  Indians,  in  consideration  of  their  furs, 
shall  be  sold  in  the  marketplace,  and  there  suffer  the  test,  whether  good  or 
bad  ; if  good  to  pass  ; if  not  good,  not  to  be  sold  for  good,  that  the  natives 
may  not  be  abused  nor  provoked. 

Thirteenthly.  That  no  man  shall  by  any  ways  or  means,  in  word  or 
deed,  affront  or  wrong  any' Indian,  but  he  shall  incur  the  same  penalty  of 
the  Law,  as  if  he  had  committed  it  against  his  fellow  planters  ; and  if  any 
Indian  shall  abuse,  in  Word  or  Deed,  any  planter  of  this  province,  that  he 
shall  not  be  his  own  Judge  upon  the  Indian,  but  he  shall  make  his  complaint 
to  the  Governor  of  the  province,  or  his  Lieutenant  or  Deputy,  or  some  infe- 
rior magistrate  near  him,  who  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  take  care 
with  the  king  of  the  said  Indian,  that  all  reasonable  Satisfaction  be  made 
to  the  said  injured  planter. 

Fourteenthly.  That  all  differences  between  the  Planters  and  the  natives 
shall  also  be  ended  by  twelve  men,  that  is,  by  Six  planters  and  Six  natives, 
that  so  we  may  live  friendly  together  as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  preventing  all 
occasions  of  Heart  burnings  and  mischief. 

Fifteenthly.  That  the  Indians  shall  have  liberty  to  do  all  things  relating 
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to  improvement  of  their  Ground,  and  providing  sustenance  for  the  families, 
that  any  of  the  planters  shall  enjoy. 

Sixteenlhly.  That  the  laws  as  to  Slanders,  Drunkenness,  Swearing, 
Cursing,  Pride  in  apparel,  Trespasses,  Distresses,  Replevins,  Weights  and 
measures,  shall  be  the  same  as  in  England,  till  altered  by  law  in  this  pro- 
vince. 

Seventeenthly.  That  all  shall  mark  their  hogs,  sheep  and  other  cattle, 
and  what  are  not  marked  within  three  months  after  it  is  in  their  possession, 
be  it  young  or  old,  it  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Governor,  that  so  people  may 
be  compelled  to  avoid  the  occasions  of  much  strife  between  Planters. 

. Eighteenthly.  That  in  clearing  the  ground,  care  be  taken  to  leave  One 
acre  of  trees  for  every  five  acres  cleared,  especially  to  preserve  oak  and 
mulberries-,  for  silk  and  shipping. 

Nineteenthly.  That  all  ship  masters  shall  give  an  account  of  their  Coun- 
tries, Names,  Ships,  Owners,  Freights  and  Passengers,  to  an  officer  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be  registered  within  two  days  after 
their  arrival ; and  if  they  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  that  then  none  presume  to 
trade  with  them,  upon  forfeiture  thereof;  and  that  such  masters  be  looked 
upon  as  having  an  evil  intention  to  the  province. 

Twentiethly.  That  no  person  leave  the  province  without  publication 
being  made  thereof  in  the  market  place.  Three  weeks  before,  and  a certifi- 
cate from  some  Justice  of  the  peace,  of  his  clearness  with  his  neighbour^ 
and  those  he  has  dealt  withal,  so  far  as  such  an  assurance  can  be  attained 
and  given  ; and  if  any  master  of  a ship  shall  contrary  hereunto  receive,  and 
carry  away  any  person  that  hath  not  given  that  public  notice,  the  said 
master  shall  be  liable  to  all  debts  owing  by  the  said  person,  so  secretly 
transported  from  the  province.  Lastly,  that  these  are  to  be  added  to  or 
corrected  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  parties  hereunto  subscribed. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 


William  Boelham, 

Harbert  Springet, 

Thomas  Prudyard, 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  pre- 
sence of  all  the  proprietors  who  have 
hereunto  subscribed,  except  Thomas 
Farrinborrough  and  John  Goodson,  in 
the  presence  of  Hugh  Chamberlen, 

R.  Murray, 

Harbert  Springet, 

Late  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  (1681,)  three  ships  sailed  for  Pennsyl- 
vania from  Ingland.  In  one  of  them  came  William  Markham,  a relative 
of  the  proprietary,  whom  he  had  appointed  his  Deputy  Governor.  Joined 
with  him  were  certain  commissioners  to  confer  with  the  Indians  respecting 


william  PENN. 

Humphrey  South, 
Thomas  Barker, 

Samuel  Jobson, 

John  Joseph  Moore, 
William  Powel, 

Richard  Davie, 

Griffiith  Jones, 

Hugh  Lambe, 

Thomas  Farrinborrough, 
John  Goodson. 


lands,  and  to  confirm  with  them  a league  of  peace. 

The  first  Indian  purchase  after  the  charter  was  made  by  Markham,  in 
July,  1682,  a short  time  previous  to  William  Penn’s  arrival.  It  contained 
a small  territory  opposite  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware,  (now  Trenton,)  and 
up  that  river,  and  across  from  it  westward  to  the-  river  Neshaminy,  and  dov  n 
that  stream  to  the  Delaware.  This  included  a part  of  the  present  county 
of  Bucks.  The  next  deed  of  June,  1683,  after  the  arrival- of  the  proprietary, 
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conveyed  to  him  a small  portion  of  land  below  the  former,  lying  between 
the  Neshaminy  and  Pennypeck  creek.  There  is  no  memorial  in  writing  of 
the  celebrated  treaty  made  under  the  elm  tree  at  Kensington,  in  December, 

1682,  though  handed  down  by  history  and  tradition,  nor  is  it  believed  that 

any  lands  were  then  purchased.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  only  a treaty 
of  amity.  In  July,  1683,  the  right  of  certain  Indians  in  land  west  of  Schuyl- 
kill was  obtained  ; probably  lying  in  the  present  counties  of  Philadelphia 
and  Chester.  • 

Soon  after  appear  the  first  approaches  towards  the  Susquehanna.  In 

1683,  1684  and  1685,  deeds  were  executed  for  lands  west  of  Schuylkill  and 
on  the  Susquehanna.  In  August,  1686,  the  deed  for  the  much  disputed 
Walking  Purchase  is  said  to  have  been  obtained,  but  the  deed  does  not  ex- 
ist. It  was  confirmed  in  1737.  In  1692,  there  is  a deed  from  the  celebrated 
King  Taminentand  others  for  a tract  of  land  lying  between  Neshaminy  and 
Poquessing  creek.  The  latter  is  the  boundary  between  the  present  coun- 
ties of  Bucks  and  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  note,  states  that  near 
the  lower  side  of  Poquessing,  on  the  Delaware,  on  an  elevated  piece  of 
ground,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  first  intended  to  be  built,  but  no  steps 
were  taken  for  that  purpose.  Another  deed  to  the  same  effect  was  made 
in  1697. 

In  1696  a deed  was  executed  to  Thomas  Dungan,  late  Governor  of  New 
York,  who  was  Penn’s  agent,  to  William  Penn,  for  lands  lying  on  both 
sides  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  lakes  adjacent,  which  Dungan  had 
purchased  of  the  Susquehanna  Indians.  This  deed  was  afterwards  much 
complained  of  by  the  Indians,  but  it  was  confirmed  by  deed  of  thirteenth 
September,  1700,  from  the  Kings  or  Sachems  of  the  Susquehanna  Indians. 
This  conveys  the  river  Susquehanna  and  all  the  islands  therein,  and  lands 
next  adjoining  the  same. 

Thus  far  the  lands  freed  from  the  Indian  claims  were  of  comparatively 
small  extent,  and  their  boundaries  sometimes  very  imperfectly  defined.  Af- 
terwards, from  1718  to  the  year  of  William  Penn’s  death,  they  became  more 
important. 

In  September  1718,  all  the  lands  between  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna, 
from  .Duck  creek  to  the  mountains  on  this  side  of  the  Lehigh,  were  con- 
veyed ; but  what  extent  of  land  this  included  was  much  disputed,  and 
nearly  occasioned  a war  with  the  Indians. 

The  proprietary’s  ofScers  said  they  understood,  at  the  time  the  deed  was 
drawn,  and  ever  since,  that  the  Lehigh  hills  stretched  away  from  a little 
below  Lehigh,  or  the  forks  of  the  Delaware,  (now  Easton,)  to  those  hills  on 
the  Susquehanna  that  lie  about  ten  miles  above  Paxton,  (near  Harrisburg.) 
The  Indians  said  the  hills  passed  from  Lehigh  above  Oley,  and  reached  no 
further,  and  that  the  Tulpehocken  lands  lay  beyond  them.  It  was  agreed 
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the  Indians  might  remain,  but  they  were  not  to  disturb  the  people  on  the 
Tulpehocken  lauds.  In  1723  there  were  still  but  three  counties  in  Penn- 
sylvania,viz  ; Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Chester.  The  latter  extended  west- 
wardly  to  the  Susquehanna  river,  or  as  far  as  settlements  and  surveys  had 
been  authorized.  In  1729  Lancaster  county  was  laid  off. 

In  1732  Thomas  Penn  arrived,  and  was  present  at  a treaty  with  the  In- 
dians, and  obtained,  in  September,  a deed  for  the  lands  north  of  the  Lehigh 
hills,  and  thence  to  the  Blue  mountains,  and  between  the  branches  of  the 
Delaware  on  the  east,  and  the  water  falling  into  the  Susquehanna  on  the 
west,  which  quieted  the  lands  at  Tulpehocken.  This  appears  to  include 
parts  of  the  counties  of  Lehigh  and  Berks.  In  1736  the  dispute  about  Dun- 
gan’s  deed  was  settled,  and  the  Six  Nations  ratified  it  by  a new  convey- 
ance, transferring,  among  others,  all  lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, to  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  to  extend  up  the  same  hills  or  mountains, 
northward,  &c.  By  a private  deed,  some  of  the  Indians  conveyed  all  lauds 
in  the  government,  from  the  Delaware  to  the  endless  mountains.  These 
purchases  embraced  the  present  counties  of  Y'ork,  Franklin,  Adams  and 
part  of  Cumberlaud,  and  also  Lebanon  and  parts  of  Dauphin,  Berks,  Lehigh 
and  Northampton.  In  1737  the  Delawares  confirmed  the  “Walking  Pur- 
chase ’’  'i:  Bucks  county,  which  extended  about  Ihiity  miles  beyon  1 the 
Lehigh  hills,  over  the  Blue  mountain.  It  included  the  best  of  the  lands  in 
the  forks  of  the  Delaware  and  Minisinks,  now  Northampton,  &c. 

This  “walking  purchase,”  alleged  to  have  been  made  originally  in  August, 
1686,  occasioned  much  controversy  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  Indians. 
On  the  25ih  of  August,  1737,  Tishekunk  and  Nutiraus,  two  of  the  sachems 
or  chiefs  of  the  Delawares,  together  with  the  chief  sachem  Monockykichan 
and  several  of  the  old  men  of  the  tribe,  met  the  proprietaries  at  Philadel- 
phia to  confirm  the  purchase  of  1686.  The  treaty  made  at  this  meeting 
described  the  point  on  the  river  Delaware  at  which  the  line  should  begin. 
Thence  it  was  to  run  “west-north-west  to  a corner  white  oak  marked  with 
the  letter  P,  standing  by  the  Indian  path  that  leadeth  to  an  Indian  town 
called  Playwickey,  and  from  thence  extending  westward  to  Neshameny 
creek,  from  which  said  line  the  said  tract  or  tracts  thereby  granted  doth  ex- 
tend itself  back  into  the  woods  as  far  as  a man  can  go  in  one  day  and  a 
half.'"  The  walk  was  accordingly  made,  but  it  tended  only  to  increase  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  Indians.  The  walkers  were  expert,  and  the  Indians, 
who  could  not  keep  up  with  them,  complained  that  they  ran.  JVutimus  and 
others  who  signed  the  release  were  not  willing  to  quit  the  lands  nor  give 
quiet  possession  to  the  people  who  went  there  to  settle.  They  remonstrated 
freely  and  declared  their  resolution  of  maintaining  possession  by  force 
of  arms.  But  they  were  very  summarily  dispossessed.  A message  was 
sent  to  the  “ Six  Nations,”  who  were  known  to  have  great  authority  over 
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the  Delawares,  requesting  them  to  come  down  and  force  the  latter  to  quit 
the  lands  they  had  sold.  The  “Six  Nations”  accordingly  sent  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  deputies  to  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1712,  whom  the 
Governor  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  Delawares. 

Canassatego,  in  the  name  of  the  deputies,  told  the  Governor,  “ That  they 
saw  the  Delawares  had  been  an  unruly  people  and  were  altogether  in  the 
wrong ; that  they  had  concluded  to  remove  them  and  oblige  them  to  go  over 
the  river  Delaware,  and  qnit  all  claim  to  any  lands  on  this  side  for  the  futuie, 
since  they  had  received  pay  for  them  and  it  is  gone  through  their  guts  long 
ago.”  Then  addressing  himself  to  the  Delawares  in  a violent  and  singular 
strain  of  invective,  he  said  “they  deserved  to  be  taken  by  the  hair  of  the 
head  and  shaken  severely,  till  they  recovered  their  senses  and  became  sober; 
that  he  had  seen  with,  his  eyes  a deed  signed  by  nine  of  their  ancestors 
above  fifty  years  ago  for  this  very  land,  (1686,)  and  a release  signed  not 
many  years  since,  (1737,)  by  some  of  themselves  and  chiefs  yet  living, 
[^Sassoonan  and  Nutimus  were  present,3  to  the  number  of  fifteen  and  up- 
wards. “But  how  come  you,”  continued  he  to  the  Delawares,  “to  take 
upon  you  to  sell  lands  at  all?  We  conquered  you;  we  made  women  of 
you;  you  know  you  are  women  and  can  no  more  sell  land  than  women; 
nor  is  it  fit  you  should  have  the  power  of  selling  lands,  since  t:'u.  would 
abuse  it.  This  land  that  you  claim  is  gone  through  your  guts  ; you  have 
been  furnished  with  clothes,  meat  and  drink,  by  the  goods  paid  you  for  it, 
and  now  you  want  it  again,  like  children  as  you  are.  But  what  makes  you 
sell  lands  in  the  dark  ? Did  you  ever  tell  us  that  you  had  sold  this  land  ? 
Did  we  ever  receive  any  part,  even  the  value  of  a pipe-shank,  from  you  for 
it?  You  have  told  us  a blind  story,  that  you  sent  a messenger  to  us  to  in- 
form us  of  the  sale,  but  he  never  came  amongst  us,  nor  we  ever  heard  any- 
thing about  it.  This  is  acting  in  the  dark  and  very  different  from  the  con- 
duct our  Six  Nations  observe  in  the  sales  of  land.  On  such  occasions  they 
give  public  notice  and  invite  all  the  Indians  of  their  united  nations,  and 
give  them  all  a share  of  the  present  they  receive  for  their  lands.  This  is 
the  behaviour  of  the  wise  nations.  But  w^e  find  you  are  none  of  our  blood  ; 
you  act  a dishonest  part  not  only  in  this,  but  in  other  matters  ; your  ears 
are  ever  open  to  slanderous  reports  about  your  brethren.  For  all  these 
reasons,  we  charge  you  to  remove  instantly;  we  don't  give  you  liberty  to 
think  about  it.  You  are  women.  Take  the  advice  of  a wise  man  and  remove 
instantly.  You  may  return  to  the  other  side  of  Delaware,  where  you  came 
from.  But  we  do  not  know  whether,  considering  how  you  have  demeaned 
yourselves,  you  will  be  permitted  to  live  there,  or  whether  you  have  not 
swallowed  that  land  down  your  throats,  as  well  as  the  land  on  this  side. 
We  thecefore  assign  you  two  places  to  go  to,  either  to  Wyoming  or  Sha- 
mokin.  You  may  go  ter  either  of  these  places,  and  then  we  shall  have  you 
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more  under  our  eye,  and  shall  see  how  you  behave.  Don't  deliberate,  but 
remove  away,  and  take  this  belt  of  wampum."  He  then  forbid  them  ever 
to  intermeddle  in  land  affairs,  or  ever  thereafter  pretend  to  sell  any  land, 
and  commanded  them  immediately  to  depart  the  council,  as  he  had  some- 
thing to  transact  with  the  English.  The  Delawares  dared  not  disobey  this 
peremptory  command.  They  immediately  left  the  council  and  soon  after 
removed  from  the  disputed  territory,  some  of  them  going  to  Wyoming  and 
Shamokin,  and  some  to  the  Ohio;  and  in  this  singular  manner  was  the  con- 
troversy about  the  “ Walking  Purchase”  brought  to  a close. 

In  1749  the  lands  between  Mahonoy,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  the  Delaware  north  of  the  Blue  mountains,  were  obtained  ; apparently 
in  part,  or  whole,  the  present  counties  of  Pike,  Northampton,  Schuylkill 
and  Dauphin. 

The  treaty  at  Albany,  in  1754,  resulted  in  another  conveyance  of  Indian 
lands  to  the  proprietaries.  The  Indians,  by  deed  dated  the  sixth  of  July, 
1754-,  assigned  all  the  lands  in  the  province,  beginning  at  the  Blue  moun- 
tains on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  a mile  above  the  mouth  of 
Penn’s  creek  ; thence  north-west  and  by  west,  as  far  as  the  province  ex- 
tended, to  its  western  boundaries;  thence  along  the  western  to  the  south 
line  of  the  province  ; thence  by  the  south  line  to  the  Blue  hills.  From  the 
wide  grasp  of  this  conveyance,  which  left  but  comparatively  little  to  the 
Indians,  arose  the  Indian  wars  in  Pennsylvania,  that  led  to  Braddock’s  de- 
feat the  following  year.  They  were  the  first  Indian  hostilities  in  the  pro- 
vince. In  1758  it  was  determined  to  abridge  the  bounds  of  this  convey- 
ance, in  consequence  of  the  interposition  of  the  English  government  with 
the  proprietaries,  and  a deed  for  this  purpose  was  executed  at  Easton,  in 
October  of  that  year,  which  released  to  the  Indians  the  lands  situate  north- 
ward and  westward  of  the  Allegheny  hill,  retaining  the  lands  lying  between 
the  Blue  mountain  and  the  Allegheny  hill,  south  of  Penn’s  and  Buffalo 
creeks.  This  seems  to  embrace,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  present  counties  of 
Union,  Snyder,  Centre,  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Bedford,  Blair,  Juniata,  Ful- 
ton, Perry  and  part  of  Cumberland. 

The  last  purchase  made  by  the  proprietaries  was  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  No- 
vember, 1768,  and  took  in  the  lauds  lying  east  of  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna,  beginning  at  Owego,  down  to  Towanda  creek  ; thence  up  the 
same  and  across  to  the  head  waters  of  Pine  creek  ; thence  down  the  same 
to  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna;  thence  up  the  same  to  Canoe 
Place ; thence  across  to  Kiitanning,  and  from  Kittanning  down  the  Alle- 
gheny and  Ohio  rivers  to  the  south  line  of  the  province,  and  thence  by  said 
lino  to  the  Allegheny  mountains,  and  up  the  same  across  the  Susquehanna 
to  the  Delaware,  and  thence  by  the  Lackawaxen  creek  and  a line  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  This  appears  to  include,  in  whTole  or  in  part,  the  present 
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eonnties  of  Nofthumberland,  Columbia,  Luzerne,  Wayne,  Susquehanna, 
Bradford,  Lycoming,  Clearfield,  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Cambria,  Somerset, 
Payette,  Westmoreland,  Allegheny,  Washington,  Greene,  Clinton,  Mon- 
tour, Sullivan  and  Wyoming.  « 

All  the  residue  of  the  Indian  lands  within  the  charter  bounds,  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Commonwealth,  in  October,  1784,  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  M’- 
Intosh,  (now  Beaver,)  embracing,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  present  counties 
of  Tioga,  Potter,  Bradford,  M’Kean,  Jefferson,  Warren,  Venango,  Arm- 
strong, Allegheny,  Butler,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Beaver,  Clarion,  Elk,  Lycom- 
ing, Clinton,  Clearfield,  Lawrence,  Indiana,  Forest  and  Cameron. 

“ Thus,”  remarks  Albach  in  his  Annals  of  the  West,  “in  a period  of  one 
hnndred  and  two  years,  the  title  of  the  Indians  to  all  the  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  extinguished,  and  the  Commonwealth 
became  possessed  of  the  ownership  of  all  the  vacant  lands  within  the  State. 
A few  years  later  the  bounds  of  the  State,  and,  by  consequence,  the  extent 
of  its  vacant  lands,  were  still  further  increased  by  the  purchase  of  what  was 
then,  and  is  still,  known  as  the  Triangle.” 

The  cessions  of  territory  made  by  New  York  in  1781,  by  Massachusetts 
in  1785,  and  by  Connecticut  in  1786,  left  a tract  of  land  of  triangular  form, 
lying  west  of  the  boundary  of  New  York,  and  north  of  the  charter  boundary 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  between  these  two  lines  and  Lake  Erie,  that  was  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  State.  This  tract  contains  an  area  of 
202,187  acres.  The  history  of  its  acquisition  by  Pennsylvania,  according 
to  the  author  above  quoted,  is  as  follows  : 

General  Irvine  discovered,  while  surveying  the  donation  lands  of  North- 
western Pennsylvania,  that  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State  would  strike 
Lake  Erie  so  as  to  leave  but  a few  miles  of  lake  coast,  without  a harbor, 
within  the  State,  and  in  consequence,  through  his  representation,  a move- 
ment was  set  on  foot  to  secure  from  the  Indians,  and  from  the  United  States, 
the  cession  of  the  Triangle,  in  order  to  secure  to  Pennsylvania  the  posses- 
sion of  the  harbor  of  Presqu  Isle.  Accordingly  the  board  of  treasury  was 
induced  to  make  a contract  of  sale  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  tract 
described  as  “bounded  on  the  east  by  New  York,  on  the  south  by  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  north  and  west  by  Lake  Erie.”  On  the  4th  of  September, 
1788,  it  was  resolved  by  Congress,  “that  the  ^United  States  do  relinquish 
and  transfer  to  Pennsylvania  all  their  right,  title  and  claim  to  the  govern- 
ment and  jurisdiction  of  said  land  forever ; and  it  is  declared  and  made 
known  that  the  laws  and  public  acts  of  Pennsylvania  shall  extend  over 
every  part  of  the  said  tract,  as  if  the  said  tract  had  originally  been  within 
the  charter  bounds  of  said  State.”  And  by  an  act  of  the  2d  of  October, 
1788,  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  was  appropriated  to  purchase  the 
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Indian  title  to  the  tract,  in  fulfillment  of  the  contract  to  sell  it  to  Penn- 
sylvania. 

At  the  treaty  of  Fort  Harmar,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1789,  Cornplanter 
and  other  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  signed  a deed,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  acknowledging  “the  right  of  soil  and  juris- 
diction to  and  over  that  tract  of  country  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  north 
_line  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  east  by  the  west  boundary  of  New  York,  and 
on  the  north  by  the  margin  of  Lake  Erie,  including  Presqu  Isle  and  all  the 
bays  and  harbors  along  the  margin  of  said  Lake  Erie,  from  the  west  boundary 
of  Pennsylvania  to  where  the  west  boundary  of  New  York  may  intersect 
the  south  margin  of  the  said  Lake  Erie,  to  be  vested  in  the  said  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  July,  1788.” 
By  an  act  of  the  13th  of  April,  1791,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  was 
authorized  to  complete  the  contract  with  the  United  States,  which  was  done 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1792,  and  the  Triangle  was  finally  conveyed  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  twenty  five  cents. 

All  the  purchases  above  described  are  delineated  on  the  accompanying 
map. 

After  the  adjustment  of  all  boundary  disputes  wi'h  neighboring  States, 
and  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Erie  Triangle,  Pennsylvania  was  computed 
to  contain  about  thirty  million  acres  of  laud — over  five  million  less  than 
the  charter  boundaries  comprehended,  and  nearly  four  million  more  than 
Proud’s  estimate  in  178'1.  What  proportion  of  these  thirty  million  acres 
may  be  vacant  and  owned  by  the  State,  or  what  proportion  belonging  to 
individuals  may  remain  uQj)atented,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

Pennsylvania  had  serious  disputes  with  sev(3ral  neighl>oring  colonies  in 
relation  to  boundary  lines  before  her  present  limits  were  fixed.  The  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  her  and  Maryland  was  attended  with  great 
difficulty,  and  consumed  long  years  of  wearisome  negotiation.  Pkn.s  him- 
self visited  Maryland  soon  after  his  first  arrival  in  Pennsylvania,  and  spent 
two  days  in  an  unsuccessful  attemjti  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
Lord  Baltiik'RB. 

Proud,  whose  history  of  Pennsylvania  was  written  principally  between 
the  years  1776  and  1780,  though  not  published  till  1797,  asserts  the  clear- 
ness of  the  terms  of  the  charter  to  Penn,  with  respect  to  the  southern 
boundary.  He  says  : “By  thd  first  section  of  this  charter,  the  extent  and 
boundary  of  the  province  are  expressed  in  such  plain  terms  that  it  might 
reasonably  be  supposed  they  could  not  well  or  easily  bo  misunderstood : 
three  degrees  of  latitude,  included  and  bounded  between  the  beginning  of 
the  fortieth  and  the  beginning  of  the  forty  third  degree  of  north  latitude, 
equal  to  about  two-  hundred  and  eight  English  statute  miles,  north  and 
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south,  with  five  degrees  of  longitude  westward  from  Delaware  river,  wnich, 
in  the  parallel  of  forty-one  degrees,  are  equal  to  nearly  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  miles,  east  and  west,  are  as  clearly  and  manifestly  expressed  to 
be  granted  to  the  proprietary  of  Pennsylvania  as  words  can  do  it ; and  we 
are  otherwise  sufficiently  certified  that  the  same  space,  or  quantity  of  land, 
was  intended  by  the  King  to  be  included  in  the  said  grant ; yet  tne  dispute 
between  the  proprietaries  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  on  this  point, 
was  afterwards  remarkable  and  of  many  years  continuance  ; occasioned  by 
each  of  the  respective  proprietaries  claiming  to  himself  the  whole  space  or 
extent  of  the  land  contained  in  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude,  which  was 
the  north  boundary  of  Maryland  by  patent  of  that  province  ; and  which, 
though  prior  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  specifies  or  assigns  no  particular  part 
of  the  said  degree  for  the  boundary,  as  the  Pennsylvania  grant  doth  ; 
which  space  or  degree,  containing  nearly  seventy  English  miles  in  breadth, 
north  and  south,  and  in  length  westward  so  far  as  Maryland  extends,  was 
no  small  matter  to  occasion  dispute. 

“But  notwithstanding  the  clearness  of  the  terms  by  which  the  boundary 
between  the  said  provinces  is  expressed  in  their  respective  charters,  as 
above  mentioned,  yet  this  dispute  was  at  length,  in  the  year  1732,  finally 
setfu;u  chiefly  in  favor  of  Maryland,  by  fixing  the  said  boundaij  between 
the  two  provinces  only  fifteen  miles  due  south  of  the  most  southerly  part  of 
Philadelphia,  or  in  the  parallel  of  39  degrees  44  minutes  nearly,  instead  of 
39  degrees,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree,  as  mentioned  and 
intended  by  charter  ;.  which  renders  the  real  extent  of  Pennsylvania,  north 
and  south,  only  about  lo5  miles,  instead  of  208,  and  makes  the  square  miles 
in  the  province  about  41,000,  and  the  number  of  acres  26,288,000,  or  nearly 
twenty -six  millions.” 

Gordon,  writing  at  a more  recent  period,  is  less  positive  in  his  assertion 
of  the  Pennsylvania  claim,  though  he  censures  the  conduct  of  Lord  Balti- 
more, who,  he  affirms,  did  not  treat  this  boundary  question  with  that  deli- 
cacy and  forbeafance  which  characterized  William  Penn.  “For,”  says 
this  author,  “Baltimore  would  not  delay  the  exercise  of  the  rights  which 
he  claimed,  until  inquiry  should  be  made  into  their  legality ; but,  by  pro- 
clamation, offered  lands  in  the  territories  for  sale,  at  half  the  price  demanded 
for  those  unquestionably  within -his  own  patent ; and  in  the  following  year 
he  used  force  to  dispossess  several  persons,  who  refused  to  acknowledge 
his  title,  and  threatened  others  who  would  not  pay  him  quit  rent. 

“The  claims  of  Baltimore  were  not  without  color.  Maryland  was  granted 
to  Cecilius  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  by  patent  dated  June  30th,  1632, 
and  was  now  held  bj  his  son  Charles.  The  charter,  in  the  description  of 
the  northern  boundaries,  has  the  following  clause,  “unto  that  part  of  Dela- 
ware bay  on  the  north,  which  lies  under  fn it  fortieth  dc'jree  oi  Aoithcin 
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latitude  but  it  bad  also  a clause,  restricting  the  grantee  to  the  occupation 
of  such  lands,  as  bad  not  been  previously  settled  by  European  nations. 
Pjbnn’s  charter  included  the  country  from  the  “beginning  of  the  fortieth  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,”  and,  of  course,  from  the  end  of  the  thirty- ninth  de- 
gree. The  words,  “under  the  fortieth  degree,”  gave  to  Baltimore,  as  he 
supposed,  a right  to  the  lands  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  forty-first  degree. 
To  this  construction,  Penn  opposed  the  restricting  clause  in  the  Maryland 
charter,  and  averred  that  the  territories  had  been  settled  by  Europeans  in 
1627,  five  years  before  the  date  of  that  grant.  He  also  endeavoured  to  re- 
strain the  degree  in  Baltimore’s  grant  to  sixty  miles,  alleging  that  to  be  the 
mode  of  computation  at  the  time  it  was  given. 

“The  proprietary  had  a deep  interest  in  this  contest.  Should  Baltimore 
prevail,  he  would  be  deprived  of  one  degree  by  five,  equal  to  twenty-four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  square  miles,  But  the  possible  curtail- 
ment of  his  province  did  not  affect  him  so  deeply  as  the  prospective  loss 
of  ports  and  commercial  advantages  upon  the  Chesapeake,  which  he  sup- 
posed to  be  included  in  bis  charter.  During  his  life,  however,  no  effectual 
means  were  adopted  for  terminating  the  dispute.  In  1732  his  heirs  and 
Lord  Baltimore  entered  into  an  agreement  by  which  nearly  one-half  of  the 
Delaw'^are  peninsula,  north  and  west  of  cape  Henlopen,  was  assigned  to  the 
former,  and  the  southeim  boundary  of  the  province  was  fixed  on  that  par- 
allel of  longitude  which  is  fifteen  miles  south  of  the  most  southern  part  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  But  the  performance  of  this  agreement  was  pro- 
crastinated by  Baltimore,  under  various  pretexts,  and  the  proprietaries 
were  driven,  in  1735,  to  the  English  court  of  chancery  for  relief.  In  1750 
lord  chancellor  Hardwicke  decreed  specific  performance,  and  determined 
several  questions  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  agreement  during  the  con- 
troversy, But  the  Maryland  proprietary  contrived  also  to  delay  the  execu- 
tion of  this  decree.  A supplementary  bill  was  filed,  pending  which  Fred- 
ERiOR,  Lord  Baltimore,  in  1760,  made  a new  agreement,  explanatory  of  the 
last.  The  line,  pursuant  to  these  agreements,  was  run,  in  1761,  the  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles.” 

Had  Lord  Baltimore’s  claim  been  conceded,  the  northern  boundary  of 
Maryland,  at  its  eastern  end,  ivould  have  been  carried  up  to  the  vicinity  of 
West  Chester,  in  Chester  county,  whence  running  westward  it  would  have 
passed  a mile  or  two  south  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  a few  miles  north  of 
the  town  of  York,  five  miles  north  of  the  town  of  Chambersburg,  and 
through  or  near  the  towns  of  Bedford  and  Somerset.  I'his  would  have 
been  a very  serious  loss  to  Pennsylvania,  depriving  her  of  about  three  mil- 
lion acres  of  her  most  fertile  soil.  But  had  Penn’s  claim  been  conceded 
and  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  established  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  the  consequence  would  have  been  still 
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more  serious  to  Maryland.  Thafprovince  would  have  lost  all  north  of 
Annapolis,  or  about  two-thirds  of  the  territory  of  the  present  State,  in- 
cluding the  sites  of  Baltimore,  Frederick,  Hagerstown  and  Cumberland. 

The  existing  boundary,  widely  known  as  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  was 
run  in  the  years  1767  and  1768,  and  the  agreement  and  proceedings  thereon 
were  ratified  by  the  King  in  1769,  and  the  proclamations  of  the  respective 
proprietaries,  to  quiet  the  settlers,  were  issued  in  1771. 

About  the  time  the  Maryland  boundary  question  was  finally  adjusted,  the 
dispute  with  Virginia  in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  what  is  now  the  ex- 
treme western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  assumed  a very  serious  aspect.  As 
early  as  1748,  Thomas  Lee,  who  was  connected  with  the  provincial  govern- 
ment of  Virginia,  had  formed  the  design  of  effecting  a settlement  on  the  wild 
lands  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  Associating  with  himself  twelve 
other  persons,  they  formed  the  “ Ohio  Land  company,”  and  obtained  a grant 
of  fiv^e  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  taken  principally  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Ohio  river,  between  the  Monongahela  and  the  Kanawha.  In 
1750,  Mr.  Christopher  Gist,  whose  name  afterwards  became  associated 
with  that  of  Washington,  for  whom  he  acted  as  guide,  &c. , was  sent  by  this 
company  to  explore  the  country  along  the  Ohio.  He  went  from  Virginia  to 
the  Juniata ; thence  up  that  stream  and  over  the  mountains  to  the  Kiski- 
minetas,  and  down  it  to  the  Allegheny,  crossing  this  latter  a few  miles 
above  Pittsburg  and  passing  on  to  the  Ohio.  After  the  treaty  of  1752,  at 
Logstown,  fourteen  miles  below  Pittsburg,  on  the  Ohio  river.  Gist  was  ap- 
pointed surveyor  for  the  “ Ohio  company”  of  Virginia,  and  directed  to  lay 
off  a town  and  fort  near  the  mouth  of  Chartier’s  creek.  This  purpose  seems 
not  to  have  been  executed. 

The  first  official  opening  of  the  controversy  about  the  Pittsburg  region 
appears  to  have  occurred  early  in  1752,  when  Thomas  Penn  wrote  to  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  desiring  him  “to  enter  into  any  reasonable  mea. 
sures  to  assist  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  build  a fort  there,  to  wit : at  the 
Ohio,  taking  some  acknowledgment  from  him  that  this  settlement  shall  not 
be  made  use  of  to  prejudice  our  right  to  that  country.” 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1754,  Governor  Dinwiddie,  of  Virginia,  issued 
a proclamation  announcing  his  intention  to  build  a fort  “on  the  river  Ohio, 
at  the  foi’ks  of  Monongialo,  to  oppose  any  further  encroachments  or  hostile 
attempts  of  the  French,  and  the  Indians  in  their  interest,  and  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  this  colony.”  To  raise  a 
sufficient  force  to  build  and  hold  the  fort,  the  Governor  promised,  “ by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  majesty’s  council  of  this  colony,  [Vir- 
ginia,] that  over  and  above  their  pay,  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  his 
majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain’s  lands,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
Ohio,  within  this  dominion,  (one  hundred  thousand  acres  whereof  to  be 
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fontiguous  to  the  said  fort,  and  the  other  one  hundred  thousand  acres  to  be 
on  or  near  the  river  Ohio,)  shall  be  laid  off  and  granted  to  such  persons 
who,  by  their  voluntary  engagement  and  good  behaviour  in  the  said  service, 
shall  deserve  the  same.” 

This  proclamation  was  transmitted  by  Governor  Dinwiodie  to  Governor 
Hamilton  of  Pennsylvania.  It  immediately  engaged  his  attention,  and  on 
the  l2th  of  March,  “evidence  was  sent  to  the  House,  that  Venango  and 
Logstown  are  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  ” The  next  day,  (March 
13,  17h4,)  Governor  Hamilton  wrote  to  Governor  Dinwiddie  : “the' in- 
vasion, &c.,  having  engaged  me  to  inquire  very  particularly  into  the 
bounds  and  extent  of  this  province  westwardly,  I have  from  thence  the 
greatest  reason  to  believe  that  the  fort  and  lands  (intended  to  be  granted) 
are  really  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania.”  On  the  21st  of  the  same 
month.  Governor  Dinwiddie  said,  in  a letter  in  answer  to  Governor  Ham- 
ilton : “lam  much  misled  by  our  surveyors,  if  the  forks  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  be  within  the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania.” 

At  this  time,  as  Craig  states,  the  region  around  Pittsburg  “was  the 
bone  of  double  contention  : England  and  France  were  about  to  go  to' war 
for  it,  and  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  commence  a controversy  about 
it  which  tuuLaed  for  more  than  twenty  years,  iu  the  course  of  which 
much  ill  blood  and  angry  feeling  were  displayed.”  In  less  than  a month 
after  the  date  of  Governor  Uikwiudie’s  letter — that  is,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  17.54 — the  little  company  of  forty-two  men  w'ho  had  been  sent  to 
build  a fort  at  “ the  forks,”  surrendered  them  to  a force  of  over  one  thou- 
sand French  and  Indians.  The  seizure  of  this  piece  of  Pennsylvania  ter- 
ritory was  the  first  act  of  hostility  in  the  memorable  “ French  and  Indian 
war,”  which  was  thereafter  actively  carried  on  for  seven  years,  both  in 
Europe  and  America.  The  French  immediately  proceeded  to  erect  the 
celebrated  Fort  Du  Quesne. 

Virginia  took  a leading  part  in  the  efforts  subsequently  made,  and  which 
finally  succeeded  near  the  close  of  November,  1758,  to  recover  this  impor- 
tant point  from  the  French.  Her  services  in  this  bc-hulf  strengthened  the 
feeling  with  which  the  Virginians  had  come  to  regard  all  this  section  as 
their  own.  This  feeling  showed  itself  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  ten  years 
later  it  had  attained  a very  decided  character. 

In  1773  the  authorities  of  Pennsylvania  erected  the  county  of  Westmore- 
land, with  limits  which  embraced  all  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
two  provinces.  The  courts  were  directed  to  be  held  at  Hanna’s  towm, 
which,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  about  thirty  small  houses  of  hew’ed  logs. 
Robert  Hanna  was  the  first  presiding  judge  in  the  courts,  and  Arthur  St. 
Clair  the  first  prothonotary  and  clerk.  The  erection  of  this  county,  and 
the  holding  of  a term  of  court  in  j'ril,  1173,  under  Pennsylvania  authmity. 
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Incited  the  Virginians  to  action,  and  Lord  Dunmore  resolved  to  use  strong 
measures  to  assert  the  claims  of  Virginia.  He  accordingly  sent  Dr.  John 
G.  Connolly,  who  had  lived  at  Fort  Pitt,  with  a captain’s  commission,  and 
with  power  to  take  possession  of  the  country  upon  the  Monongahela,  in  the 
name  of  the  King.  The  captain  issued  a proclamation  to  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Redstone  and  Pittsburg,  calling  them  to  meet  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  January,  ITTt',  to  be  embodied  as  Virginia  militia.  St. 
Clair,  who  then  represented  the  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  west, 
was  at  Pittsburg  at  the  time,  and  arrested  the  captain  before  the  meeting 
took  place.  A number  of  persons  who  had  seen  the  proclamation  came 
together,  but  they  dispersed  without  attempting  any  outbreak  in  favor  of 
Virginia. 

Captain  Connolly,  being  soon  after  released  on  bail,  went  to  Staunton 
and  was  sworn  as  a justice  of  the  peace  of  Augusta  county,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Pittsburg  with  civil  and  military  authority  to  execute  the  laws 
of  Virginia,  Early  in  April  the  court  of  Westmoreland  county  (Penn’a) 
met  at  Hanna’s  town,  when  Connolly,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
armed  men,  entered  the  village  and  posted  sentinels  at  the  door  of  the 
court  house,  who  refused  to  admit  the  magistrates.  A meeting  then  took 
plaee  bei,ween  Comiol'.y  and  the  magistrates.  He  averred  that  he  tiad  come 
in  fulfillment  of  his  promise  to  the  sheriff  and  in  answer  to  bis  bail,  but  de- 
nied the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  established  by  Pennsylyunia.  The  magis- 
trates affirmed  that  they  acted  under  the  legislative  authority  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  would  continue  so  to  act,  but  that  they  would  do  all  they  could 
to  preserve  the  public  tranquility,  and  that  Pennsylvania  was  ready  to 
agree  to  a temporary  boundary  till  the  true  one  could  be  ascertained.  Con- 
nolly, asserting  the  authority  of  Virginia,  arrested  both  private  citizens 
and  magistrates,  and  kept  some  of  them  in  confinement  till  Lord  Dunmore 
ordered  their  release.  He  also  took  possession  of  Fort  Pitt,  which  had 
been  nearly  destroyed,  and  re-built  it  and  named  it  Fort  Punmore. 

Various  propositions  looking  to  a settlement  of  this  boundary  had  been 
made  at  different  times  by  the  several  parties  to  the  controversy.  The 
Penns  at  one  time  claimed  for  their  western  boundary  “ a line  beginning 
at  thirty-nine  degrees  north  latitude,  at  the  distance  nf  five  degrees  of  longi- 
tude from  the  Delaware ; thence  at  the  same  distance  from  that  river  in 
every  point  to  north  latitude  forty-two.”  This  would  have  taken  into  their 
province  about  fifty  miles  square  of  north-western  Virginia,  west  of  th  e 
western  line  of  Maryland.  It  would  also  have  given  to  the  western  end  of 
Pennsylvania  the  same  irregular  shape  as  the  eastern  end  on  the  Delaware. 
The  curved  line  on  the  accompanying  map,  beginning  at  the  end  of  Mason 
and  Dixon’s  line  and  terminating  on  the  Ohio  river  below  Pittsburg,  will 
3 SuR.  Gen.  Rep. 
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show  where  this  boundary  would  have  run  in  that  section  of  the  State  if  it 
had  been  adopted. 

Lord  Dunmore  scouted  this  claim,  and  insisted  that  our  western  boundary 
should  be  a meridian  line  run  south  from  the  end  of  five  degrees  of  longi- 
tude from  the  Delaware,  on  line  forty-two  of  north  latitude,  which,  he  said, 
would  throw  the  western  line  of  Pennsylvania  at  least  fifty  miles  east  of 
Pittsburg.  “ This  pretence,”  say&  Mr.  Veecb,  in  his  Outline,  of  the  Boundary 
Controversy  between  Pennsylvania  and  Viryinia,  “ was  based  upon  the  be- 
lief that  the  Delaware  continued  to  the  forty -second  degree  the  north-east- 
ward bearing  which  changes  to  the  north-west  at  the  eastern  corner  of 
Pike  county — so  little  was  then  known  of  our  interior  geography.” 

The  Penns  next  proposed,  as  a temporary  boundary,  to  extend  Mason 
and  Dixon’s  line  to  the  Monongahela,  and  then  run  down  that  river  to  the 
Ohio.  This  also  was  rejected.  Lord  Dunmore  declaring  that  he  would  not 
relinquish  Pittsburg  upon  anything  short  of  the  King’s  express  command. 
Here  negotiation  temporarily  ended  and  the  disputants  on  both  sides  en- 
deavored to  enforce  their  respective  claims. 

The  stormy  period  of  the  Revolution  was  now  near  at  hand.  Its  out- 
burst in  ms  changed  the  leading  actors  in  this  boundary  drama.  Dun- 
more and  the  Penns  disappeared,  and  the  revolutionary  conventions  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvani*  took  their  place. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1776,  the  Virginia  convention  proposed,  as  a tem- 
porary boundary,  to  run  a line  “fr*m  the  north-west  corner  of  Maryland  to 
Sraddock’s  road;  by  it  to  the  Great  Crossings  of  the  Youghiogheny 
down  that  river*to  Chestnut  Ridge  mountain;  along  its  crest  to  Greenliek 
run  branch  of  Jacob’s  creek;  down  it  to  where  Braddock’s  road  crossed  ' 
by  the  road  and  its  continuation  towards  Pittsburg  to  the  Bullock  Pens,  [a 
little  north-west  of  Wilkinsburg,]  and  thence  a straight  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Plum  run  on  the  Allegheny” — still  aiming  to  retain  possession  of  the 
coveted  site  of  Pittsburg  I The  Pennsylvania  convention  rejected  this 
proposal  in  September,  1776. 

In  October  of  the  same  year,  Virginia,  in  further  assertion  of  her  claim, 
rected  three  counties  that  covered  the  territory  in  dispute.  Ohio,  the 
P most  western  of  these  counties,  seems  to  have  taken  in  the  south-western 
half  of  the  present  county  of  Washington,  including  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Washington,  and  part  of  the  county  of  Greene.  Monongalia,  the  most 
southern,  took  in  parts  of  the  present  counties  of  Washington,  Fayette  and 
Greene.  Yohogania,  the  most  northern,  took  in  all  north  of  Ohio  and 
Monongalia,  with  limits  to  the  northward  undefined.  This  included  Alle- 
gheny, Westmoreland  and  parts  of  Washington  and  Fayette,  and  covered 
the  sites  of  Pittsburg,  Greensburg  and  other  well  known  places  in  western 
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Pennsylvania.  The  boundaries  of  these  three  counties  are  defined  as  fol- 
lows in  the  act  establishing  them  : 


Be  it  enacted,  &o.,  That  from  and  after  the  8th  day  of  November  next 
ensuing,  [1776,]  all  that  part  of  the  said  district  [of  West  Augusta  Va  ] 
lying  within  the  following  lines,  to  wit : beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Cross 
creek,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  head  thereof  thence  south-eastwardly  to 
the  nearest  part  of  the  ridge  which’ divides  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  from 
those  of  the  Monongahela.  thence  along  the  said  ridge  to  the  line  which 
divides  the  county  of  Augusta  from  the  said  district,  thence  with  the  said 
boundary  to  the  Ohio,  theuce  up  the  same  to  the  beginuing,  shall  be  one 
county,  and  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Okie  county;  and 
all  that  part  of  the  said  district  lying  to  the  northward  of  the  following  lines 
viz:  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Cross  creek,  and  ruining  up  its  several 
courses  to  the  head  thereof  thence  south-eastwardly  to  the  nearest  part  of 
^e  aforesaid  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Monongahela  and 
Ohio  thence  along  the  said  ridge  to  the  head  of  Ten  Mile  creek  thence 
east  to  the  road  leading  from  Catfish  camp  to  Redstone  Old  Fort’  thence 
along  the  said  road  to  the  Monongahela  river,  thence  crossing  the'river  to 
the  said  fort,  thence  along  Dunlop’s  old  road  to  Braddock’s  road,  and  with 
the  same  to  the  meridian  of  the  head  fountain  of  the  Potowmack  shall  be 
one  other  distinct  county,  and  be  called  and  known  by  the  name'of  Yoho- 
gania  county;  and  all  that  part  of  the  said  district  lying  to  the  northward 
ot  the  county  of  Augusta,  to  the  westward  of  the  meridian  of  the  head 
tountam  of  the  Potowmack,  to,  the  southward  of  the  county  of  Yohoffania 
and  to  the  ea.stward  of  the  county  of  Ohio,  shall  be  one  other  distinct  county 
and  snail  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  county  of  MonongaUa  ’ 


By  a proviso  to  another  section  of  this  act,  the  Delegates  for  the  District 
of  West  Augusta  were  authorized  “to  retain  their  seats  as  Delegates  for 
the  county  henceforth  to  be  called  Yohogania,”  and  to  represent  the  settlers 
around  Pittsburg  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  I 
The  landhMders  of  Yohogania  county,  (which  embraced  the  great  bulk 
of  the  lands  in  controversy,)  were  required  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Andrew 
Heath,  on  the  Monongahela,  oh  the  8th  of  December,  1776,  to  choose  the 
most  convenient  place  for  holding  courts.  The  records  of  the  county  show 
that  the  first  court  met  on  the  23d  of  December,  when  Justices  were  sworn 
m.  Dorsey  Pentacost  was  appointed  Clerk.  The  conciliatory  spirit  mani- 
fested by  the  Pennsylvania  magistrates  at  Hanna’s  town,  was  responded  to 
by  at  least  one  of  the  partizans  of  Virginia.  The  records  prove  that  “ Ed- 
ward Ward,  gentleman,  came  into  court  and  prayed  that  the  court  would 
receive  hi^  reasons  or  refusing  to  act  as  sheriff  for  this  county,  which  was 
granted  and  are  as  follows : That  he  cannot  think  of  acting  as  sheriff-  or 
appointing  any  under  sheriff,  until  the  line  between  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  are  fixed  or  limited  ; for  on  the  north-east  bounds  of  this 
county  there  is  still  a door  open  for  dispute  and  contention,  which  has  been 
heretofore  the  cause  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  people,  settled  and  claim- 
ing alternately  the  jurisdiction  of  each  government.  And  before  he  can 
think  of  acting,  or  any  person  under  him,  he  proposes  praying  the  General 
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Assembly  to  have  a temporary  line  fixed  between  them,  or  the  limits  of 
Pennsylvania  run,  or  the  government  of  Virginia  peremptorily  running  the 
same  ; until  which  is  done,  he  cannot  think  of  acting  in  any  State  or  gov- 
ernment, to  infringe  on  the  reserved  rights  of  his  fellow  subjects.  He 
further  assures,  that  when  government  has  this  done  he  is  ready  to  act  with 
cheerfulness  ; and  if  this  cannot  be  done,  he  begs  the  court  will  recommend 
some  other  gentleman  to  his  excellency  to  serve  as  sheriff,  and  hopes  the 
court  will  acquiese  in  promoting  the  having  the  above  bounds  ascertained.” 

Virginia  now,  (December,  1776,)  finding  that  the  machinery  of  the  new 
counties  did  not  work  well,  proposed  the  following  adjustment:  ‘‘Extend 
the  west  line  of  Maryland  due  north  to  forty  degrees  ; thence  due  west  to 
the  limit  of  five  degrees  of  longitude  from  the  Delaware  ; thence  northward 
at  five  degrees  distance  from  that  river  in  every  part,  or,  if  preferred,  at 
proper  points  and  angles  with  intermediate  straight  lines,  to  forty-two  de- 
grees.” This  proposition  embraced  the  irregular  curvilinear  line  parallel 
with  the  Delaware  which  the  Penns  had  suggested,  but  which  Lord  Dun- 
more  had  disdainfully  refused.  Pennsylvania  now  rejected  it. 

Mr.  Veech,  in  the  pamphlet  already  quoted,  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  final  adjustment  of  this  controversy.  He  says  : “ The  disheartening 
reverses  and- exhausting  efforts  of  tlfe  Kcvolutionary  struggle,  cturing  t777 
and  1778,  withdrew  the  disputants  from  any  attention  to  their  boundary 
troubles  For  a while  the  strife  stood  still,  except  that  its  inconveniences 
and  conflicts  upon  the  disputed  territory  were  as  perplexing  as  ever. — 
Brighter  auspices  dawned  in  1779.  Early  in  that  year  Pennsylvania  pro- 
posed to  Virginia  a joint  commission  to  agree  upon  their  boundaries.  The 
latter  acceded.  The  commissioners  met  at  Baltimore,  and  on  the  31st  of 
August,  1779,  agreed  upon  the  following  boundaries  : To  extend  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the 


river  Delaware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  a 
meridian,  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  thereof  to  the  northern  limit 
of  said  State,  be  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever. 

“But  the  troubles  were  not  yet  ended.  The  agreement  of  the  commis- 
sioners had  to  be  ratified  and  the  lines  to  be  run  Pennsylvania  promptly 


assented  to  the  compromise  in  November,  1779 — as  well  she  might,  seeing 
that  it  expanded  her  western  territory  full  half  a degree  without  any  equiva- 
lent loss  on  the  south.  Virginia,  perhaps  seeing  this,  held  back,  and  in 
December,  1779,  sent  into  the  disputed  territory  a court  of  commissioners 
to  adjust  land  titles.  No  event  in  the  whole  controversy  so  roused  the  ire  of 
Pennsylvania  as  did  this  attempt  to  dispossess  her  own  settlers  and  adjudi- 
cate their  lands  to  plaimants  who  had  defied  her  jurisdiction.  A very  de- 
termined intimation  that  a continuance  of  the  intrusion  would  be  repelled 
by  force,  led  to  its  withdrawal.  Thereupon,  in  June,  1780,  Virginia  ratified 
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the  agreement;  clogging  it,  however,  with  a condition  which  protected  all 
the  rights  to  persons  and  property  which  her  settlers  had  acquired  prior  to 
that  date,  providing  that  rights  to  lands  should  be  determined  by  priority  of 
title  or  settlement,  and  be  paid  for  to  Pennsylvania  at  Virginia  prices,  if  ac- 
quired from  her.  Under  these  provisions  many  land  titles  in  south-western 
Pennsylvania  are  held  by  patents  based  upon  Virginia  certificates,  and  west 
of  the  Monongahela  there  are  many  Virginia  patents.  They  conduced  to 
many  troubles  and  hardships.  Pennsylvania  foresaw  that  such  would  be 
their  fruits,  and  therefore  for  a while  withheld  her  assent ; but  at  length,  in 
September,  1780,  declaring  herself  “determined  to  give  to  the  world  the 
most  unequivocal  proof  of  her  earnest  desire  to  promote  peace  and  harmony 
with  a sistqr  State,  so  necessary  during  this  great  contest  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,”  assented  to  the  unequal  condition.  And  here  this  boundary 
controversy  closed. 

“ It  remained  yet  to  run  and  mark  the  lines.  This  it  was  intended  to  do, 
in  1781,  permanently,  but  the  pressure  of  the  great  war  of  liberty  compelled 
its  postponement.  The  withdrawal  of  Virginia,  in  1780,  from  the  disputed 
and  ceded  territory  called  for  the  erection  by  Pennsylvania,  in  1781,  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  comprising  all  of  the  State  west  of  the  Monongahela 
and  south-west  of  the  Ohio.  This  new  organization  imperatively  demanded 
some  ascertainmentiof  its  boundaries  on  its  two  Virginia  sides.  A promise 
of  a joint  effort  to  do  this,  by  a temporary  line,  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
failed  of  accomplishment  on  the  part  of  Virginia.  It  was  run  iu  November, 
1782,  by  Col.  Alex.  M’Clean,  of  Fayette,  (then  Westmoreland,)  and  Joseph 
Neville,  of  Virginia,  from  the  war-path  crossing  of  the  Dunkard  to  the 
corner,  and  thence  to  the  Ohio.  They  were  instructed  to  extend  Mason 
and  Dixon’s  line  twenty-three  miles,  which  proved  to  be  about  one  mile 
and  a half  too  much  ; an  error  which  occasioned  some  loss  to  certain 
Philadelphia  gentlemen,  the  Cooks,  and  perhaps  others,  who,  before  the 
final  running  of  the  lines,  had  caused  some  land  warrants  to  be  laid  abutting 
upon  the  temporary  line,  on  the  western  border  of  now  Greene  county. 
Less  than  twenty-two  miles  were  wanting  to  complete  the  distance  of  the 
charter. 

“ Pending  these  delays  Pennsylvania  had  no  little  trouble  with  many  of 
her  newly  acquired  Washington  county  citizens,  who  hated  her  rule  and 
resisted  the  transfer.  They  asked  Congress,  under  a provision  in  the  old 
Articles  of  Confederation,  to  establish  the  curvilinear  parallel  with  the 
Delaware,  which  would  restore  them  to  Virginia.  Their  petitions  were 
unheeded ; whereupon  they  went  deeply  into  a project  for  a new  State, 
which  was  to  include  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  east  of  the  Muskingum, 
and  Virginia  north-east  of  the  Kenhawa,  with  Pittsburg  as  the  seat  of 
.empire.  It  was  a resurrection  of  the  old  “Walpole  grant”  of  1772. 
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So  rife  had  the  scheme  become,  that  Pennsylvania  had  to  counteract  it  by 
all  her  power,  declaring  it,  by  an  act  passed  in  December,  1782,  to  b« 
treason.  In  many  other  ways  her  authority  was  contemned,  her  laws  re- 
sisted and  her  officers  defied  and  maltreated.  Especially  was  this  the  case 
with  her  odious  excise  law  ; and  in  the  resistance  which  it  encountered  is 
found  the  precedents  for  many  of  the  excesses  of  the  renowned  ‘Whishy 
Insurrection.'  Gradually,  however,  and  by  countervailing  infusions  of  a 
more  thorough  Pennsylvania  population,  the  disaffection  receded  ; and 
nowhere,  for  at  least  half  a century,  has  any  people  been  more  proud  of 
their  Government  or  more  submissive  to  its  requirements. 

“It  was  not  until  1784'  that  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line  was  completed,  upon 
astronomical  observations,  and  permanently  marked.  The  great  difficulty, 
the  nice  point,  was  to  fix  its  western  termination.  To  do  this  some  of 
the  most  scientific  men  of  that  day  were  employed.  On  the  part  of  Vir- 
ginia they  were  the  Right  Rev  James  Madison,  Bishop  of  Virginia, 

Rev.  Robert  Andrews,  John  Page  and  Andrew  Ellicott  of  Maryland. 

The  Pennsylvania  commissioners  were  John  Lukens,  Surveyor  General, 
Rev.  John  Ewing,  D.  D.,  David  Kitleuhouse  and  Thomas  Hutchins.  They 
undertook  the  task  from  “an  anxious  desire,”  they  say,  “to  gratify  the 
astronomical  world  in  the  performance  of  a problem  which  has  never  yet 
been  attempted  in  any  country,  and  to  prevent  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
from  the  chance  of  losing  many  hundred  thousands  of  acres,  secured  to 
it  by  the  agreement  at  Baltimore.”  To  solve  the  novel  problem,  two 
of  the  artists  of  each  State,  provided  with  the  proper  astronomical  instru- 
ments and  a good  time-piece,  repaired  to  Wilmington,  Delaware,  nearly  on 
the  line,  where  they  erected  an  observatory.  The  other  four,  in  like  man- 
ner furnished,  and  with  commissary,  soldiers  and  servants,  proceeded  to  th* 
west  end  of  the  temporary  line,  near  to  which,  on  one  of  the  highest  of  the  Fish 
creek  hills,  they  also  erected  a rude  observatory.  At  these  stations  each 
party,  during  six  long  weeks  of  days  and  nights  preceding  the  autumnal 
equinox  of  1784,  continued  to  make  observations  of  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter’s 
moons  and  other  celestial  phenomena,  for  the  purposes  of  determining  their 
respective  meridians  and  latitude  and  adjusting  their  time-pieces.  This  done, 
two  of  each  party  come  together,  and  they  find  their  stations  were  apart 
twenty  minutes  and  one  and  an  eighth  seconds.  The  Wilmington  station 
was  one  hundred  and  fourteen  (four  pole)  chains  and  thirteen  links  west  of 
the  Delaware.  Knowing  that  twenty  minutes  of  time  were  equal  to  five 
degrees  of  longitude,  they  make  allowance  for  said  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen chains  and  thirteen  links,  and  for  the  said  one  and  an  eighth  seconds, 
(equal,  they  say,  to  nineteen  chains  and  ninety-six  links,)  and  upon  these 
data  they  shorten  back  on  the  line  to  twenty  minutes  from  the  Delaware, 
and  fix  the  south-west  corner  of  the  State  by  setting  up  a square  unlettered 
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“is^liite-oak  post,  around  which  they  rear  a conical  pyramid  of  stones,  ‘and 
they  are  there  unto  this  day.  ’ 

“ There  was  no  retracing  of  the  line  from  the  north-west  corner  of  Mary- 
land, nor  was  it  measured  from  the  end  <sf  Mason  and  Dixon’s  running  to 
the  cairn  corner.  All  that  was  done  was  to  connect  these  two  points  by 
opening  vistas  over  the  most  remarkable  heights  and  planting  posts  on 
•some  of  thorn,  at  irregular  distances,  marked  with  P.  and  V.  on  the  sides, 
oach  letter  facing  the  State  of  which  it  is  the  initial.  The  corner  was 
guarded  by  two  oak  trees,  with  six  notches  in  each,  as  watchers.  It  could 
not  be  too  well  secured  ; for  it  and  the  twenty-two  miles  from  the  war 
path  cost  the  Stete  £1,455  specie,  equal  to  nearly  $4,000,  besides  six  dol- 
lars per  day  to  each  of  the  astronomers.  Their  commissary  was  Col. 
Andrew  Porter,  father  of  Ex-Governor  David  R.  Porter.  Being,  at  the 
•western  end,  some-  thkty  miles  from  any  settlements,  his  duties  were  ex- 
ceedingly onerous.  And  here,  near  the  end  of  1784,  ends  the  history  of 
Mason  and  Dixon’s  line. 

“ The  next  year,  (1785,)  the  western  line  to  the  Ohio,  and  some  forty  or 
fifty  miles  beyond  it,  was  run  and  marked  in  like  manner,  with  the  addition 
of  deadening  the  trees  in  the  vistas  between  the  hills.  The  Pennsylvania 
artists  were  Col,  Andrew  Porter  and  David  Rittenhouse ; those  of  Vir- 
ginia, Joseph  Neville  and  Andrew  Ellicott,  the  latter  acting  for  Pennsyl- 
vania north  of  the  Ohio,  where  Virginia’s  pretensions  ended  by  reason  of 
her  cession  of  the  North-west  Territory  to  the  United  States  in  1784.  It  was 
completed  to  Lake  Erie  in  1786  by  Col.  Porter  and  Col.  Alex.  M’Clean.” 

Long  continued  and  vexatious  as  was  this  contest  for  Pittsburg  and  the 
(region  round  about  it,  it  was  well  for  Pennsylvania  that  she  did  not  yield 
her  claims.  The  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  Tthe  marvellous  richness  of  its 
mineral  deposits,  then  almost  unknown,  prove  how  well  it  was  worth  con- 
tending for.  What  an  incalculable  loss  it  would  be  to  Pennsylvania  if  the 
site  of  the  unrivalled  hive  of  industry  which  has  grown  up  around  “ the 
forks  of  the  Monongahela  ” had  been  surrendered  to  Virginia  ! 

The  encroachments  of  a company  of  Connecticut  settlers  upon  lands 
within  the  charter  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  great  vexation  to  the 
proprietary  in  colonial  times  and  to  the  Commonwealth  after  the  revolution. 
As  Gordon  remarks,  the  first  grants  of  land  in  America,  by  the  sovereigns 
of  Great  Britian,  were  made  with  a lavishness  which  can  exist  only  where 
acquisitions  are  without  cost  and  their  value  unknown,  and  with  a want  of 
precision  in  boundary  which  could  result  only  from  entire  ignorance  of  the 
-country.  The  charters  of  the  great  northern  and  southern  Virginia  compa- 
nies, and  of  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  bay  and  Connecticut,  were  of  this 
iliberal  and  uncertain  character. 

All  that  immense  extent  of  territory  which  is  situated  between  tb<^ 
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treme  bounds  of  New  England  arxd  South  Carolina,  was,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  called  Virginia,  In  the  year  1606,  this  territory  was 
divided  into  two  parts  or  colonies,  by  a charter  obtained  from  King  James 
for  two  companies.  One  of  these  was  called  the  “South  Virginia  Company,” 
whose  grant  extended  so  far  north  as  to  include  a strip  of  the  southern  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  other,  called  the  “Plymouth  Adventurers,”  was 
empowered  to  plant  and  inhabit  so  far  as  to  forty-five  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude, thus  taking  in  all  of  Pennsylvania  not  included  in  the  grant  to  the 
South  Virginia  Company. 

The  charter  of  the  Plymouth  company  covered  the  expanse  from  the  for- 
tieth to  the  forty-fifth  (or  forty-sixth)  degree  of  northern  latitude,  extend- 
ing from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  That  of  Connecticut,  derived 
from  the  Plymouth  company,  and  confirmed  by  the  crown  in  1662,  also  cov- 
ered the  country  yVom  sea  to  sea.  Hence  arose  the  claim  of  Connecticut  to 
a part  of  the  soil  of  the  then  uncreated  province  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
claim  a century  afterwards  led  to  bloodshed.  Day,  in  his  “Historical  Col- 
lections of  Pennsylvania,”  gives  the  following  statement  of  the  Wyoming 
controversy,  CHjmpiled,  as  he  states,  from  various  sources : 

“A  general  peace  having  been  effected  with  the  Indians,  a company  of 
000  ■Tr^vn  ?t  " ill 

and  commenced  their  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  a small  stream  about  one 
mile  above  the  Indian  town  of  Wyoming.  After  having  cleared  land,  sowed 
some  wheat,  and  concealed  some  tools,  they  returned  to  Connecticut  for  the 
winter. 

“In  the  following  year  these  adventurers  returned  to  the  valley  with  their 
families  and  resumed  their  labors,  the  Indians  appearing  to  be  perfectly 
friendly.  The  Delaware  Chief  Teedyuscung,  a favorite  with  his  own  peo- 
ple, and  disposed  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  whites,  had  incurred  the 
enmity  of  the  Six  Nations.  A party  of  them,  during  this  year,  stole  into 
the  valley  and  murdered  him,  by  setting  fire  to  his  dwelling,  in  which  he 
was  consumed.  They  charged  the  deed  upon  the  Connecticut  settlers. 
The  latter,  unconscious  of  the  charge,  and  trusting  to  the  friendly  disposition 
thus  far  manifested  by  the  Indians,  were  entirely  unprovided  with  arms. 
But  on  the  15th  October,  while  at  work  in  the  fields,  the  friends  of  Teedy- 
uscung suddenly  fell  upon  them,  killed  about  twenty  and  entirely  broke  up 
the  settlement,  the  surviving  men,  women  and  children  being  obliged  to  fl.y 
across  the  dismal  mountains,  by  the  light  of  their  own  dwellings,  which 
were  plundered  and  burnt.  No  further  settlement  was  made  until  the  year 
1769.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Delaware  Indians,  those  who  were  still  friendly 
to  the  whites,  removed  to  Wyalusing,  and  attached  themselves  to  the  Mora- 
vian mission  there.  After  the  peace  between  Prance  and  Great  Britain,  iu 
1763,  and  a cessation  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  great  nations  of  north- 
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western  Indians,  in  1764,  the  opportunity  was  seized  by  the  English  colonies 
to  cultivate  a more  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  to  fix  a defini- 
tive boundary  to  the  purchases  made  at  various  times.  A general  treaty 
was  accordingly  held  for  that  purpose,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  near  the  Oneida 
lake,  in  October,  1768.  At  this  treaty  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  pro- 
cured a deed  from  the  Six  Nations,  dated  5th  November,  1768,  for  all  the 
lands  lying  within  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  not  been  pre- 
viously purchased  by  the  proprietaries.  This  purchase  included  Wyoming, 
and  all  the  lands  previously  sold  by  chiefs  of  the  same  nations  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna company,  [of  Connecticut.] 

“After  the  conclusion  of  this  purchase,  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania 
sent  to  Wyoming  a party  of  settlers,  who  were  directed  to  lay  out  the  lands 
there,  into  two  manors  for  the  use  of  the  proprietaries.  That  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  extending  from  Nanticoke  falls  to  Monokony  island,  and  from  the 
river  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  including  the  old  Wyoming  town, 
was  called  “ Manor  of  Stoke  and  the  other  on  the  west  side,  nearly  of  the 
same  extent,  was  called  “Manor  of  Sunbury and  a lease  of  seven  years 
was  given  to  three  of  the  principal  persons,  whose  names  were  Charles 
Stewart,  Amos  Ogden  and  John  Jennings.  These  persons  were  directed 
f.rt  tgVfj  ■nr'cc:oci-..iU'ip  ctf  lands  there,  and  to  defend  themselves  and  tnose 
under  them,  against  all  enemies  whatever. 

“On  the  8th  February,  1769,  a company  of  forty  persons  from  Connec- 
ticut arrived  at  Wyoming,  and  found  Stewart,  Ogden  and  Jennings  in  pos- 
session of  the  improvements,  which  they  had  previously  made  there,  and  in 
which  they  had  attempted  to  secure  themselves  by  the  erection  of  a block 
house  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Having  ascertained  that  the  Pennsylva- 
nia party  claimed  the  lands  under  the  grants  from  that  province,  and  that 
they  refused  to  give  up  to  them  their  improvements,  they  built  small  build- 
ings of  logs  on  different  sides  of  the  block-house,  by  which  means  they  in- 
tercepted all  communication  with  the  surrounding  country,  and  entirely  in- 
vested the  Pennsylvania  garrison. 

“ Having  failed  in  his  hopes  of  reinforcements,  Ogden  proposed  to  the 
Connecticut  people  an  amicable  settlement  of  their  respective  claims,  and 
invited  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Connecticut  party  to  the  block  house,  to 
agree  upon  the  terms.  Three  of  them  repaired  thither  for  that  purpose. 
They  were  immediately  seized  by  Jennings,  who  was  sheriff  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  and  having  conducted  them  to  Easton,  they  were  there  thrown 
into  prison  until  sufficient  bail  could  be  procured  for  their  release. 

“And  now  commenced  a bitter  civil  war,  which  lasted,  with  alternate 
.success  of  the  different  parties,  for  upwards  of  six  years.  In  vain  were  the 
two  colonial  governments  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  engaged  in 
negotiations  to  adjust  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  In  vain  had  the  crown 
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been  appealed  to  for  the  same  purpose,  and  in  vain  was  the  interposition  of 
other  colonial  authorities  invoked  for  that  object.  Now  the  colonists  from 
Connecticut  were  increased  bj  fresh  arrivals  and  obtained  the  jnastery  ; and 
now  again,  either  by  numbers  or  strategem,  did  the  Pennsylvanians  become 
lords  of  the  manors.  Forts,  block-houses  and  redoubts,  were  built  upon 
both  sides ; some  of  which  sustained  regular  sieges.*  The  settlements  of 
both  parties  were  alternately  broken  up—the  men  led  off  to  prison,  the 
women  and  children  driven  away,  and  other  outrages  committed.  Blood 
was  sometimes  shed  in  this  strange  and  civil  strife,  but  considering  the  tem- 
per that  was  exhibited,  in  far  less  quantities  than  might  have  been  antici- 
pated. Deeds  of  valor  and  of  surprising  strategem  were  performed.  But, 
strange  to  relate,  notwithstanding  these  troubles,  the  population  of  the  val- 
ley rapidly  increased,  and  as  the  Connecticut  people  waged  the  contest 
with  the  most  indomitable  resolution,  they  in  the  long  run  came  nearest  to 
success.  Meantime  the  settlement  had  been  greatly  extended,  and  several 
towns  designated  and  surveyed. 

Until  the  year  1774,  the  people  lived  under  laws  of  their  own  enacting, 
but  their  population  had  now  become  so  considerable  that  a more  efficient 
governmenc  was  judged  expedient.  An  application  to  be  taken  under  the 
immediate  government  of  Connecticut  was  attended  with  success,  and  under 
the  general  (and  significant)  name  of  West-more-land,  the  valley  of  Wyo- 
ming was  annexed  to  the  county  of  Litchfield,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  a gentleman  who  had  served  with  credit  in  the  French 
war,  and  Nathan  Dennison,  Esq.,  also  a gentleman  of  character,  were  ap- 
pointed justices  of  the  peace.” 

It  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  report  to  describe  in  detail  the  va- 
rious sieges,  sorties  and  capitulations  alluded  to  in  the  extracts  above. 
The  following  from  Chapman’s  History  of  Wyoming,  may  serve  to  show  the 
resolute  but  vindictive  spirit  that  animated  both  parties  : 

“The  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  concluded  to  assemble  such  forces  as 
their  personal  exertions  could  raise,  for  the  recovery  of  Wyoming  ; and,  ac- 
cordingly, in  September,  a force  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men  were  placed 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ogden.  A proclamation  had  been  published 
in  Philadelphia,  by  Gov.  Penn,  on  the  28th  June,  1770,  directing  all  intru- 
ders to  depart  from  Wyoming,  and  forbidding  any  settlements  to  be  made 
there  without  the  consent  of  the  proprietaries,  and  Ogden  marched  with  his 
force,  accompanied  by  Aaron  Van  Campen,  Esq.,  and  other  civil  officers, 
ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  proclamation  into  effect.  Ogden, 
knowing  his  strength  was  insufficient  for  the  reduction  of  the  settlement  in 
case  the  settlers  should  be  in  garrison,  concluded,  if  possible,  to  attack  them 
by  surprise,  and  to  effect  this  the  more  safely,  he  commenced  his  march  by 
way  of  Fort  Allen,  on  the  Lehigh,  near  the  Water  gap,  and  thence  by  the 
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warrior’s  path  to  Wyoming.  Having  arrived  in  sight  of  the  Wyoming 
mountains,  they  left  the  path  for  greater  safety,  and  on  the  night  of  the  21st 
of  September^  encamped  on  the  head  waters  of  Solomon’s  creek  In  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  Ogden,  with  a few  attendants,  ascended  the  high  knob 
of  Bullock’s  mountain,  now  called  “Penobscot,”  which  commands  a view 
of  the  whole  valley  of  Wyoming,  from  which,  with  his  glasses,  he  observed 
the  settlers  leave  the  fort  and  go  into  the  fields  in  detached  parties  at  a dis- 
tance to  their  work.  He  concluded  to  attack  them  in  this  situation,  unpro- 
vided with  arms,  and  accordingly  divided  his  forces  into  several  detachments, 
which  commenced  their  attacks  nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  working  par- 
ties were  immediately  dispersed  in  every  direction,  and  many  of  them 
were  taken  prisoners  and  sent  under  an  escort  to  Easton  jail ; but  the 
greater  number  succeeded  in  reaching  the  fort,  where  they  immediately  pre- 
pared for  their  defence. 

“ Night  was  approaching  and  Ogden  did  not  think  proper  to  attack  the 
fort.  He  accordingly  removed  his  troops  with  their  booty  to  their  encamp- 
ment at  Solomon’s  gap.  A consultation  was  held  in  fort  Durkee,  and  it 
was  concluded,  as  they  had  provision  and  ammunition  to  last  some  time,  to 
send  messengers  to  Coshutunk,  on  the  Delaware,  for  assistance.  Accord- 
ingly, about  midnight,  the  messengers  departed,  and,  thinking  that  Ogden 
and  his  party  would  be  likely  to  guard  the  direct  road  to  Coshutunk,  they 
concluded  to  go  out  through  Solomon’s  gap.  Ogden’s  party,  for  their  bet- 
ter security,  had  encamped  without  fires,  and  took  the  messengers  prisoners 
in  the  gap.  They  learned  from  them  the  confused  situation  of  the  fort,  filled 
with  men,  women  and  children.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence  they  con- 
cluded to  make  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  fort.  Accordingly  Ogden’s 
whole  force  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  a detachment  commanded  by 
Capt.  Craig  suddenly  entered  the  fort  under  cover  of  the  night,  knocked 
down  the  sentinel  and  arrived  at  the  door  of  the  block-house  before  th« 
garrison  received  notice  of  the  attack.  Several  of  the  latter  were  killed  in 
attempting  to  make  resistance  in  the  block-house,  and  Capt.  Craig’s  men 
having  forced  a number  into  a small  room  where  they  were  trampling  upon 
the  women  and  children,  knocked  down  Capt.  Butler,  and  were  about  to 
peirce  him  with  their  bayonets,  when  Capt.  Craig  himself  entered  the  apart- 
ment, drove  the  soldiers  back  and  prevented  further  bloodshed.  The  fort 
being  then  taken,  the  principal  portion  of  the  garrison  were  again  sent  to 
prison  at  Easton,  but  Capt.  Butler  and  a few  others  were  conducted  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  they  were  confined. 

“Ogden  and  his  party  then  plundered  the  settlement  of  whatever  mova- 
ble property  they  could  find,  and  having  formed  a garrison  in  the  fort,  with- 
drew with  his  booty  to  the  settlements  below  the  mountains,  where  most  of 
his  men  resided.  The  Connecticut  party  having  disappeared,  the  garrison 
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considered  themselves  as  secure,  the  fort  being  in  a good  state  of  defence  ; 
but  on  the  18th  of  December,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  mornijg,  while  the 
garrison  were  asleep,  a body  of  armed  men,  consisting  of  tvyenty-three  per- 
sons, from  Hanover,  in  I ancaster  tnow  York)  county,  and  six  from  New 
England,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Lazarus  Stewart,  suddenly  entered 
the  fort  and  gave  the  alarm  by  a general  huzza  for  King  George.  The  gar- 
rison, at  this  time,  consisted  of  only  eighteen  men,  besides  a considerable 
number  of  women  and  children,  who  occupied  several  bouses  erected  Within 
the  ramparts  of  the  fort.  Six  of  the  men  made  their  escape  by  leaping  from 
the  parapet  and  flying  naked  to  the  woods,  'the  remaining  twelve  were 
taken  prisoners,  who,  with  the  women  and  children,  after  being  deprived  of 
movable  property,  were  driven  from  the  valley,  and  Stewart  and  his  party 
garrisoned  the  fort  ” 

Thus  the  Connecticut  settlers  came  into  possession  again.  Various  at- 
tempts were  afterward  made  to  drive  them  out  'I'he  most  formidable  of 
these  was  the  expedition  of  Col.  I’lunkett,  composed  of  settlers  on  the  West 
Branch.  “ There  had  settled  on  the  West  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,” 
says  Day,  “and  ai’ound  the  forks  of  the  two  branches,  a race  of  men  quite 
as  resolute  and  pugnacious  as  the  Wyoming  boys  ; but  deriving  their  titles 
from  .r’enn.yylvania,  they  vu'wcd  with  jealousy  any  attempt  to  occupy  ’ends 
under  Connecticut  title,  'i'hey  had  already  routed  an  infant  Connecticut 
settlement  on  the  West  Branch,  and  imprisoned  the  settlers  at  ^unbury. — 
Col.  Plunkett,  one  of  the  West  Branch  men,  not  satisfied  with  this,  was  for 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy’s  country  ; and,  accordingly,  in  1775,  about 
the  20th  of  December,  in  the  double  character  of  magistrate  and  Colonel^ 
with  a force  of  seven  hundred  armed  men  and  a large  boat  to  carry  provi- 
sions, he  started  up  the  North  Branch,  ostensibly  on  the  peaceful  errand  to 
‘restore  peace  and  good  order  in  the  country  ’ The  Wyoming  boys  knew 
all  the  strong  points  in  their  beautiful  valley,  itself  a fortress,  and  intrenched 
themselves  at  the  narrow  rocky  defile  at  Nanticcke  falls,  through  which 
Plunkett’s  men  must  necessarily  pass.  7’he  assailants  were  welcomed  with 
a volley  of  musketry  on  their  first  entrance  into  the  defiles,  from  the  ram- 
part on  the  western  side,  'they  fell  back  and  deliberated.  Pulling  their 
small  boat  above  the  falls,  they  determined  to  pass  their  troops  over  in  small 
parties  to  the  eastern  side,  and  pass  up  into  the  valley  under  the  beetling 
precipice  that  frowns  upon  the  river  there.  The  first  boat  load,  which  Plun- 
kett accompanied,  were  attempting  to  land,  when  they  were  startled  by  a 
heavy  fire  from  Lieut  Stewart  and  a small  party  there  concealed  in  the 
bushes.  One  man  was  killed.  'Ihey  tumbled  into  the  boat  and  floated 
down  the  river  as  fast  as  the  rapids  would  carry  them.  Another  council 
was  held  To  face  the  breastwork  on  the  western  side  was  deemed  imprac- 
ticable. The  amount  of  force  on  the  opposite  shore  was  unknown.  To 


45 


SURVEYOR  GENERAL’S  REPORT. 

ascend  the  steep  rocky  mountain,  in  the  face  of  a foe  that  could  reach  the 
summit  before  them  and  tumble  down  rocks  upon  their  heads,  was  equally 
impracticable  ; and,  as  in  a few  days  the  riv^er  might  close  and  leave  them 
no  means  of  exit  by  water,  they  concluded  to  abandon  the  enterprise.” 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  the  provincial  government  of  Pennsylvania 
against  the  Connecticut  settlers  at  Wyoming.  The  controversy  was  sus- 
pended by  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution.  In  1778  the  title  to  these, 
and  all  other  unsold  lands,  was  taken  from  the  Penns  and  vested  in  the 
State.  The  Connecticut  settlers,  who  had  been  driven  away,  by  the  British 
and  Indians  in  1778,  the  year  of  the  “massacre,”  returned  in  1779.  The 
controversy  was  opened  anew  and  was  referred  to  Congress,  who  appointed 
commissioners  to  meet  at  Trenton  in  the  autumn  of  1782.  These,  after 
hearing  both  parties,  decided  “ that  Connecticut  has  no  right  to  the  land  in 
controversy,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  and  pre-emption  of  all  lands  within 
the  charter  bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  do  of  right  belong  to  that  State.”— 
The  settlers  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  change  of  jurisdiction,  but  claimed 
that  although  Connecticut  had  no  right  to  the  land,  yet  the  Susquehanna 
company  had.  The  State  proceeded  to  enforce  her  claim,  and  the  civil  strife 
in  the  fair  valley  of  Wyoming  was  bitterly  renewed.  Finally,  at  the  close 
of  th<^  lyct  century,  the  .State  passed  a law  conipensating  the  Pennsj  Ivania 
claimants  and  confirming  the  titles  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  who  were 
required  to  pay  for  their  lands.  Many  tracts  of  this  land  have  been  pa- 
tented to  descendants  of  these  Connecticut  settlers  during  my  official  term. 

The  titles  to  other  large  bodies  of  land  in  the  Commonwealth  were,  for  a 
long  time,  unsettled  through  the  operations  of  other  companies  than  the  one 
formed  in  Connecticut,  though  these  never  pretended  to  hold  under  titles  not 
derived  from  this  State.  The  most  prominent  of  fhem  were  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Population  Company”  and  the  “Holland  Land  Company.” 

The  act  passed  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  provided  that  all  the  lands  north  and 
west  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers  and  Conewango  creek,  not  heretofore 
reserved  for  public  or  charitable  uses,  should  be  offered  for  sale  to  persons 
who  would  cultivate,  improve  and  settle  them,  at  the  rate  of  seven  pounds 
and  ten  shillings  ($20;  per  hundred  acres,  with  an  allowance  of  six  per  cent, 
for  highways.  For  such  as  had  made  actual  settlements,  it  was  provided 
that  warrants  should  be  issued  for  tracts  of  not  more  than  four  hundred  acres 
to  each  settler.  But  by  the  ninth  section  it  was  provided,  “That  no  war- 
rant or  survey  to  be  issued  or  made  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  for  lands  lying 
north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny  and  Conewango  creek, 
shall  vest  any  title  in  or  to  the  lands  therein  mentioned,  unless  the  grantee 
has,  prior  to  the  date  of  such  warrant,  made  or  caused  to  be  made,  or  shall, 
within  the  space  of  two  years  next  after  the  date  of  the  same,  make  or  cause 
to  be  made  an  actual  settlement  thereon,  by  clearing,  fencing  and  cultivating 
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at  least  two  acres  for  every  hundred  acres  contained  in  one  survey,  erecting 
^thereon  a messuage  for  the  habitation  of  man,  and  residing  or  causing  a 
family  to  reside  thereon,  for  the  space  of  five  years  next  following  his  first 
settling  of  the  same,  if  he  or  she  shall  so  long  live  ; and  that  in  default  of 
such  actual  settlement  and  residence,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  this  Com- 
monwealth to  issue  new  warrants  to  other  actual  settlers  for  the  said  lands 
or  any  part  thereof,  reciting  the  original  warrants,  and  that  actual  settle- 
ments and  residence  have  not  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  so  often 
as  defaults  shall  be  made  for  the  time  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  which 
new  grants  shall  be  made  under  and  subject  to  all  and  every  the  regulations 
contained  in  this  act : Provided  always,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  such  ac- 

tual settler  or  any  grantee,  in  any  such  original  or  succeeding  warrants,  shall, 
by  force  of  arms  oi  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  be  prevented  from  such 
actual  settlement,  or  be  driven  therefrom,  and  shall  persist  in  his  endeavors 
to  make  such  actual  settlement  as  aforesaid,  then,  in  either  case,  he  and  his 
heirs  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  the  said  lands  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
actual  settlement  had  been  made  and  continued.” 

Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1792,  John  Nicholson  applied  at  the 
Land  Office  for  three  hundred  and  ninety  warrants,  to  be  located  in  the  Tri- 
angle, and  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  warrants,  to  be  located  on  the  waters 
of  Leaver  creek,  representing  in  all  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
acres.  Before,  howbver,  completing  his  purchase,  the  Pennsylvania  Popu- 
lation Company  was  formed,  of  which  he  was  made  President,  and  Messrs. 
Cazenove,  Irvine,  Mead,  Leet,  Hoge  and  Stewart,  managers.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  consisted  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  shares,  which 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  To 
this  company  Nicholson  transferred  his  claims,  and  they  perfected  the  pur- 
chase by  paying  the  legal  price  for  them.  In  addition  they  purchased  five 
hundred  more  warrants  for  lands  in  the  donation  district.  The  terms  of 
their  purchases  were,  of  course,  those  provided  in  the  law — the  payment  of 
seven  pounds  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres,  and  the  making  or  causing  to 
be  made  of  a legal  settlement  on  each  tract  covered  by  a warrant.  In  order 
to  induce  emigrants  to  settle  on  their  lands,  the  company  proposed  to  grant 
in  fee  simple  to  every  settler,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  if  he  should 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law  imposed  upon  them  ; and  in  that 
way  it  was  designed  that  the  occupant  should  secure  his  land,  together  with 
his  implements,  and  the  company  should  secure  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
through  him.  But  the  fact  that  each  actual  settler  could  secure  for  himself, 
by  the  payment  of  the  stipulated  purchase  money,  a tract  of  four  hundred 
acres  under  the  law,  prevented  in  a great  measure  the  success  of  the  com- 
pany’s scheme  of  monopoly.  Settlers  generally,  indeed,  located  themselves 
on  lands  covered  by  their  own  warrants,  though  in  some  cases  these  in- 
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fringed  upon  the  lands  of  the  companj.  In  consequence  suits  of  ejectraent 
were  instituted  against  those  who  had  encroached  upon  the  lands  to  which 
the  company  had  an  incomplete  title,  and  this  state  of  things  became  a 
fruitful  source  of  litigation  for  many  years. 

A far  more  fruitful  source  of  litigation,  however,  arose  from  the  conflict- 
ing constructions  placed  upon  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  1792,  in  the 
long  litigation  that  grew  out  of  the  Holland  land  case.  The  Holland  land 
company  consisted  of  William  Willink  and  eleven  associates,  capitalists  of 
Holland,  who  had  lent  a large  sum  of  money  to  the  United  States  during 
the  revolution.  Preferring  to  keep  their  money  invested  in  the  United 
States,  they  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
After  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1792,  they  commenced  to  buy  warrants  and 
to  locate  settlers  west  of  the  Allegheny  river,  on  similar  terms  to  those  of 
the  Population  company,  conceding,  however,  only  one  hundred  acres  to 
each  settler  on  their  lands. 

In  the  course  of  their  operations  they  paid  the  purchase  money  for  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  warrants,  and  surveyed  one  thousand 
and  forty-eight  more  tracts  for  location.  But  in  consequence  of  the  Indian 
war,  the  settlers  that  had  located  on  their  lands  were  prevented  from  mak- 
ing the  improvements  required  by  law  within  the  prescribed  two  years  after 
the  date  of  their  warrants.  In  consequence,  a question  arose  whether  the 
company  had  failed  to  complete  their  titles  to  their  lands.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  was  claimed  that  the  conditions  of  settlement  were  rendered  impossible 
by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to 
do  any  thing  more  in  order  to  perfect  the  titles  to  all  lands  on  which  war- 
rants were  actually  laid.  On  the  other,  it  was  insisted  that  the  right 
to  those  lands  was  forfeited  by  the  neglect  of  the  company  to  persist  in 
their  endeavors  to  maintain  their  settlements.  The  Board  of  Property  be- 
fore 1800,  inclined  to  the  former  of  these  constructions  of  the  law  and  de- 
vised a prevention  certificate  which  the  warrant-holder  might  present  at 
the  Land  Oflace,  setting  forth  that  he  had  been  prevented  by  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States  from  making  the  settlement  of  his  lands  prescribed  in  the 
law,  upon  which  he  was  entitled  to  his  patent,  and  the  Holland  company 
received  many  patents  on  their  lands  under  these  prevention  certificates- 
The  new  Board  of  Property  in  1800  placed  a diflTerent  construction  upon  the 
law  and  refused  the  issue  of  any  more  patents  on  prevention  certificates. 
The  Holland  company,  thus  refused  patents  on  these  certificates,  applied  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  for  a mandamus  to  compel  the  Board  of 
Property  to  complete  their  titles.  The  canse  was  heard  at  the  March  term 
of  1800.  The  Chief  Justice  held  that  the  war  discharged  the  company 
from  the  conditions  of  settlement  and  therefore  their  patents  were  due  them. 
Two  other  judges  held  that  under  the  law  the  settler  was  bound  to  eontinu- 
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ous]y  persevere  in  his  efforts  to  make  a settlement,  and  as  the  Holland  com* 
pany,  through  their  settlers,  had  not  done  so,  their  titles  were  forfeited; 
and  thus  the  application  of  the  company  was  refused. 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  made  under  these  circumstances,  in- 
stead of  calming,  greatly  increased  the  excitement  in  the  country,  and  in- 
deed  throughout  the  State  powerful  interests  were  arrayed  on  each  side  of 
the  question.  On  the  one  part,  the  land  companies,  the  settlers  who  had 
been  employed  to  occupy  their  lands,  and  a large  body  of  emigrants  who 
had  passed  into  the  disputed  region  and  made  locations  for  themselves  dur- 
ing the  war,  were  claiming  that  the  state  of  the  country  had,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law,  prevented  the  completion  of  their  several  settlements, 
and  were  seeking  every  legal  means  to  enforce  and  defend  their  claims  to 
their  lands.  On  the  other,  a large  body  of  emigrants  were  passing  into  the 
country,  especially  since  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  occupying  the 
disputed  lands  and  applying  for  new  warrants  for  them,  on  the  ground  that 
all  former  titles  were  annulled  by  the  default  of  their  holders. 

To  prevent  the  confusion  thus  about  to  arise,  the  Legislature,  by  an  act 
of  the  2d  of  April,  1802,  provided  for  the  hearing  of  an  agreed  case  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  involving,  it  was  supposed,  all  the  poiats  in  controversy. 
The  e"Uit  inei  at  Suubuiv.  lu  1302,  aiid  decided  ihatliumgh  the  prevcHtion. 
by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  suspended,  it  did  not  dispense  with  the 
conditions  of  settlement,  and  therefore  each  settler,  to  perfect  his  title,  was 
bound  to  renew  his  endeavors  to  maintain  a settlement  on  his  land  as  soon 
as  the  danger  was  removed.  If  so,  his  warrant  was  good  ; if  not,  it  was 
forfeited  The  Holland  Company  declined  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
court,  and  commenced  proceedings  in  the  United  States  Courts.  The  case 
was  first  argued  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court.  The  judges  disagreed 
in  their  construction  of  the  law,  and  the  case  was  removed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  In  180.5,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  decided  that 
under  the  law  of  1792,  the  settler  was  excused  by  reason  of  the  war,  from  , 
making  an  aciual  settlement  before  January  1,  179b,  and  if  he  then  persisted 
in  making  his  settlement,  be  was  entitled  to  his  patent  according  to  law. 
Under  this  decision  the  Holland  Company,  as  well  as  the  other  land  com- 
panies and  individuals  who  had  laid  warrants  in  the  disputed  region  during 
the  war,  were  confirmed  in  their  titles,  and  thus  eventually  obtained  quiet 
possession  of  their  lands.  Many  tracts  of  land,  however,  claimed  by  indi- 
viduals, remained  long  iu  litigation,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  mak- 
ing proof  of  what  constituted  an  actual  settlement,  and  as  to  who  were  the 
original  settlers  under  the  law,  and  in  accordance  with  the  ruling  of  the 
courts,  and  thus  the  title  to  real  estate  was  long  insecure,  and  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  country  were  long  disturbed. 

The  effect  of  all  this  uncertainty  and  insecurity  of  the  titlhs  of  land  in 
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North-Western  Pennsylvania,  was  of  course  disastrous.  Emigrants  who 
would  otherwise  have  been  attracted  to  that  region,  were  disposed  to  avoid 
it  and  to  pass  on  further,  to  the  Western  Reserve,  or  to  other  portions 
of  the  North-Western  Territory.  Many  who  had  located  themselves  in 
North-Western  Pennsylvania,  wearied  with  continual  litigation,  abandoned 
their  claims  and  removed  to  the  West,  where  the  titles  of  real  estate  were 
secure.  Large  bodies  of  land  too  long  remained,  and  in  some  instances 
still  remain,  in  the  hands  of  speculator’s,  unoccupied  and  unimproved,  or  only 
occupied  by  tenants  having  no  interest  in  the  improvement  of  the  lands  or 
advancement  of  the  country.  For  many  years  past,  however,  that  section 
of  the  State  has  been  advancing  rapidly,  and  during  the  last  five  its  increase 
in  population  and  wealth  has  been  marvellous.  A large  amount  of  the  busi- 
ness done  in  the  Land  Office  in  the  last  two  years,  has  come  from  that 
quarter. 

As  my  official  term  will  soon  expire,  this  would  seem  to  be  a very  appro- 
priate time  for  me  earnestly  to  repeat  the  recommendation  made  in  a pre- 
vious report,  that  the  unreasonable  sum  fixed  in  the  bond  which  the  Sur- 
veyor General  is  required  to  give,  be  reduced, to  the  amount  of  the  bond 
given  by  the  Auditor  General. 

Jn  the  appendix  to  this  report  will  be  found  a communication  from  an 
experienced  County  Surveyor,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a Board 
of  Commissioners  to  restore  landmarks  and  erect  correct  meridian  lines 
and  standard  measures,  &c. 

Respectfully  yours,  &e., 

JAMES  P.  BARR, 

Surveyor  General, 
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WARRANTS,  SURVEYS  AND  PATENTS. 

A Warrant  or  order  of  survey  authorizes  only  the  survey  of  vacant  lands-, 
for  they  alone  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  to  grant.  But  whether  the  lands- 
applied  for  are  vacant  or  not,  the  land  ofBcers  do  not  undertake  to  examine, 
and  in  most  instances  do  not  possess  the  means  of  ascertaining.  Of  this  the 
ai)plicant  must  judge  for  himself.  If  he  knows  them  to  be  appropriated  by 
prior  right,  it  is  against  conscience  to  take  out  a warrant  for  them,  or  to 
have  them  surveyed  as  vacant.  But  he  may  assert  the  invalidity  of  a for^ 
mer  grant  and  insist  on  a survey.  In  that  case  the  Deputy  Surveyor  ought, 
if  it  be  known  to  him,  to  note  it  in  his  books  and  return  of  survey. 

Returns  of  surveys. — Having  finished  the  survey  and  plotted  it,  the 
Surveyor  ought  to  return  it  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General.  This  is 
an  important  part  of  his  duty.  Many  regulations  and  laws  have  from  time 
to  time  required  it,  and  from  its  omission  frequent  disputes  have  occurred. 
The  Deputy  Surveyor,  however,  is  not  obliged  to  return  the  survey  until 
his  fees  and  expenses  are  paid  ; and  if  the  failure  to  return  is  occasioned  by 
the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  party  to  defray  them,  any  loss  thereby  sustained 
is  imputable  to  him  and  not  to  the  oflicer.  The  regulations  of  the  Proprie- 
taries and  the  acts  of  Assembly  concur  in  directing  the  return  to  be  made 
on  paying  for  the  survey.  * * if  the  party  pays  or  tenders  the  fees, 

it  is  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  to  return  the  survey  in  a convenient  time, 
and  the  neglect  or  fraud  of  the  Surveyor  will  not  affect  his  rights.  But  it 
lies  on  the  party  to  show  that  the  want  of  a return  was  not  occasioned  by 
any  default  or  neglect  of  bis  own  ; and  if  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the 
surveying  fees  were  paid,  the  inference  is  that  they  were  not  paid.  The 
deputy  being  a sworn  officer,  is,  prima  facie,  presumed  to  have  done  his 

duty. 

The  Patent  is  a deed  from  the  Commonwealth,  under  its  great  seal,  (jon- 
veying  to  the  grantee  all  its  right  in  the  land,  describing  it  by  metes  and 
bounds, and  passes,  as  respects  the  Commonwealth,  the  complete  legal  title, 
all  the  preparatory'measures  of  warrant,  application,  survey  and  acceptance 
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being  merged  in  the  patent.  As  to  third  persons,  it  is  prima  facie  evidence 
that  all  the  previous  requisites  had  been  complied  with.  Before  it  issues, 
the  purchase  money  due  [and  the  patent  fee]  must  always  be  paid  ; and 
the  land  is  thenceforth  discharged  from  the  lien  which  till  then  existed. 
Generally,  the  grantee  is  concluded  by  the  lines  and  boundaries  described 
in  the  patent,  though  perhaps  in  a special  case  there  might  be  an  exception. 

Third  persons  claiming  by  warrant,  application,  settlement  or  otherwise, 
may  show  that  the  patent  was  wrongfully  issued  to  the  patentee  ; or  rather 
that  he  is  trustee  for  him  who  has  the  right ; the  material  consideration  be- 
ing, not  who  has  the  patent,  but  to  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  granted. 
Eor  the  land  officers,  in  issuing  the  patent,  act  merely  in  a ministerial  capa- 
city, and  cannot  change  the  rules  of  law  or  rights  of  parties.  And  even 
though  he  who  has  the  patent  sell  to  a bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice, 
the  vendee  is  in  no  better  situation.  His  claim  under  the  patent  may  be 
contested  by  one  having  a better  right  by  settlement,  warrant  or  location. 
These  titles  are  not  equities  within  the  ordinary  rule  of  being  unavailing 
against  a purchaser  of  the  legal  title.  A patent  founded  on  a fraudulent 
survey,  or  obtained  by  misrepresentation  and  deceit,  is  void  against  third 
persons  affected  by  it. 

The  patent,  however,  has  always  been  received  in  evidence  in  the  first 
instance,  to  show  that  the  legal  title  was  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
question  whether  it  is  good  is  a subsequent  one. — Sergeant. 


COMMUNICATION 

From  an  experienced  County  Surveyor,  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  certain  purposes. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  most  skillful  and  practically  experienced 
County  Surveyors  of  this  State,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a Board 
of  Commissioners  appointed  from  a selection  made  by  all  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  the  several  counties,  of  at  least  three  persons  by  the  Surveyor 
General,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor.  To  them  might  be  entrusted 
the  subject  matter  of  all  the  roads  in  their  respective  counties,  and  they 
would  thus  become  Commissioners  of  Boad<  as  well  as  for  the  restoration 
of  landmarks.  These  persons  should  act  under  a general  code  of  instruc- 
tions to  be  formed  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  other  competent  authority.  They  should  keep  a regular,  intelli- 
gent record  of  their  proceedings,  illustrated  with  the  necessary  and  explan- 
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atory  draughts  of  their  work,  and  erect  proper  and  correct  meridian  lines 
and  standard  measures  in  all  the  counties,  when  it  shall  be  found  that  there 
are  no  properly  placed  lines  and  measures  for  that  purpose  j and  all  their 
lines  and  measures  should  be  made  to  refer  to  those  standard  meridians  and 
measures,  established  or  to  be  established. 

The  organization  of  such  commissioners,  under  the  necessary  guidance  of 
the  legal  code  referred  to,  would  be  most  benelicial  in  many  respects.  By 
being  placed  beyond  and  above  the  suspicion  of  interested  motives,  they 
would  act  as  conservators  of  the  public  interest.  Their  acts  should  be 
made  only  after  the  final  decree  of  the  courts  in  litigated  cases,  and  upon 
the  application  of  any  party  who  supposes  himself  aggrieved  in  his  landed 
nterests  and  estates.  Thus  their  acts  would  materially  tend  to  diminish 
his  fruitful  source  of  litigation,  in  which  our  people  are  constantly  engaged, 
ereby  lessening  the  burthen  of  our  courts,  as  well  as  of  the  tax-payers, 
the  exertions  of  the  commissioners  in  this  behalf  should  fail,  and  the  par- 
es still  persevere,  the  fruits  of  their  labor  would  still  be  effectual  in  the 
se  as  evidence,  thereby  preventing  the  necessity,  in  most  instances,  of  the 
appointment  of  artists— thus  lessening  the  burthens  of  the  litigants  them- 
elves.  But  a no  less  important  duty  should  be  imposed  upon  them,  and 
hat  is,  the  compilation  of  correct  connected  draughts  of  all  the  lands  of 
their  respective  counties,  compiled  from  materials  obtained  from  the  Land 
Department  of  the  State  at  a nominal  cost,  if  not  totally  free  from  cost.  In 
the  first  place,  the  original  surveys  should  be  laid  down  on  a pretty  large 
scale,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  sub-division  being  intelligently  shown  on  the 
face  of  the  original.  Thus  would  be  ascertained  another  grand  object the 
true  discovery  of  all  the  landed  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  itself,  as 
all  other  methods  heretofore  adopted  by  the  government  of  the  State  have 
so  far  proved  inefficient  for  the  purpose.  Where  there  never  has  been  a 
return  of  the  survey  made,  how  is  the  Land  Department  to  discover  how 
much  is  due  on  the  land  for  which  the  application  was  made,  the  warrant 
granted,  or  settlements  and  improvements  made  ? Of  the  whereabouts  of 
these  lands,  the  Department  must,  of  necessity,  remain  in  total  ignorance. 
But  by  the  adoption  of  some  such  method  as  is  here  indicated,  their  location 
is  not  only  discovered,  but  the  collection  of  purchase  money,  interest,  patent 
and  other  fees  may  be  secured,  thus  relieving  the  government  from  the  just 
charge  of  unequal  taxation  ; for  whilst  the  government  pays  from  five  to  six 
per  cent,  interest  on  her  loans,these  persons  who  cripple  her  in  her  high  and 
legitimate  functions,  pay  on  some  lands  six,  on  others  three  and  one-half, 
on  still  more  three,  and  on  a great  majority  but  two  per  cent,  on  their  in- 
debtedness to  the  State.  Now,  all  these  lands  would  be  discovered,  and 
their  owners  made  subject  to  pay  their  proper  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
thens of  the  State.  This  is  due  to  the  citizens  who  have  heretofore  paid 
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all  claims  that  the  Commonwealth  held  against  them,  thus  enabling  the 
government  efficiently  to  protect  her  border  from  the  encroachments  of  the 
invader,  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  a good  government  to  all  its  people. 

These  county  maps,  when  so  formed,  might  be  made  immensely  beneficial 
to  the  cause  of  education,  if  applied  to  use  in  the  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth, wherethe  first  lessons  of  geography  learned  would  be  not  only  athome, 
but  of  home.  If  properly  elaborated  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils 
of  our  schools,  they  might  be  made  to  serve  a historical  purpose  at  the  same 
time. 

Another  very  important  and  highly  useful  application  of  this  recommen- 
dation would  result  from  having  a restoration  of  landmarks  duly  recorded 
when  made.  It  is  known  to  all  that  trees  die  as  well  as  men,  so  that  it  has 
become  very  necessary,  if  we  wish  to  prevent  wasting  litigation,  that  a 
system  for  the  restoration  of  the  landmarks  of  the  country  should  be  adopted, 
with  and  under  the  sanction  of  our  highest  legal  tribunal.  If  it  was  ever 
important  to  have  landmarks  on  our  boundaries  of  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens, it  is  now  more  necessary  that  they  should  be  preserved  and  kept  up 
by  restoration;  and  the  State  is  bound  to  see  that  her  children’s  interests  are 
taken  care  of  and  protected  by  all  proper  and  legitimate  means  at  her  com- 
mand. 

These  county  maps,  if  properly  printed,  in  sectioned  form,  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  every  land  owner,  as  in  them,  and  the  accompanying  letter 
press, he  would  have  not  only  a map  of  his  own  and  his  neighbor’s  property, 
but  also  an  interesting  summary  of  the  geography  and  history  of  his  county. 
These  data  could  very  easily  be  collected  during  the  progress  of  their  other 
employments,  by  taking  a note  of  all  the  points  of  special  interest,  histori- 
cal as  well  as  geographical. 


PRICES  OP  LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  AT  VARIOUS  PE- 
RIODS. 

♦ 

PRICES  UNDER  PENN  AND  HIS  HEIRS. 

Previous  to  the  27th  of  December  1762,  £15,  lOs.  (ITl  33,)  per  hundred 
acres,  with  the  exception  of  a few  warrants jn  the  lower  counties  at  £3,  10s. 
(|9  33)  per  hundred. 

From  the  27th  of  December,  1762,  to  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  £9  ($2T) 
per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  to  the  6th  of  August,  1765,  £15,  10s, 
($41  33.) 


54. 


SURVEYOR  GENERAL’S  REPORT. 


Locations  and  warrants  from  the  6th  of  July,  1765,  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1784.,  £5  sterling,  ($22  22.) 

PRICES  UNDER  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

From  the  1st  of  July,  1784*,  to  the  third  of  April,  1792,  £10  ($26  66|)  per 
hundred  acres. 

New  purchase,  1784.. — From  the  1st  of  May,  1785,  to  the  1st  of  March, 
1789,  £30  ($80.) 

From  the  1st  of  March,  1789,  to  the  3d  of  April,  .1792,  £20  ($53  33^.) 

From  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  to  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  £5  ($13  33^,) 
for  land  in  the  purchase  of  1784.,  east  of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango 
creek,  unimproved. 

Purchase  of  1768  and  the  previous  purchases. — From  the  3d  of  April, 
1792,  to  the  28th  of  March,  1814,  unimproved,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings 
($6  66-|)  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  £7,  lOs  ($20.) 

Undrawn  donation  lands,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1813,  at  the  rate  of 
$1  50  per  acre. 

Donation  lands  reduced,  from  the  25th  of  February,  1819,  to  fifty  cents 
per  acre. 

From  the  21st  of  March,  1814,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  1768  and  the 
previous  purchases,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £10  ($26  66^)  per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  1784,  east 
of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango  creek,  at  the  rate  of  £10,  ($26  66|,) 
except  sueh  as  have  been  settled  on,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  April, 
1792,  between  said  3d  of  April  and  the  1st  of  September,  1817. 

Seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  county — Price  fixed  by  the  commission- 
ers : First  class,  $2  per  acre  ; second  class,  $1  20  ; third  class,  50  cents  ; 
fourth  class,  8;J-  cents. 

PRESENT  PRICE. 

The  price  of  all  vacant  and  unimproved  land  is  now  at  the  rate  of  £10 
($26  66|)  per  hundred  acres,  except  the  following  : 

Lands  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Cone- 
wango creek,  $20  per  hundred  acres. 

Reserve  tracts  near  Erie,  Waterford,  &c.,  price  fixed  by  commissioners. 

Lands  improved  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  fifty  shil- 
lings ($6  66|)  and  £5  ($13  33|)  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  held  by  Virginia  warrants  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  State — the 
warrants  sho\V  the  terms.  (Lands  were  taken  under  Virginia  warrants  as 

low  as  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres.) 

0 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Land  Office  to  charge  for  the  excess  of  land  above 
ten  per  cent,  on  fifty  shillings  warrants,  at  the  rate  of  £10  per  hundred  acres. 

WARRANT  AND  PATENT  FEES. 

Fee  for  warrant  $4  50  ; for  patent  $10,  except  town  lots  under  one-third 
of  an  acre,  which  are  $1,  and  lots  over  one-third  and  not  exceeding  two 
acres,  which  are  $5. 
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TABLES 

Showing  .the  price  of  from  one  acre  to  five  hundred  acres  of  Land,  of  the 
various  rates  prescribed  hy4he  Proprietary  and  by  the  Oommomvealth. 


Warrants  at  £15  10s.  per  cent , 2 per  cent,  interest. 


Acr’s. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acr’s.  i 

'Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acr’s. 

Cts. 

1 

Dolls. 

Per’s. 

c 

Per’s. 

a 

OD 

1 

41 

37 

15  29 

73 

30  17 

4 

1 

90 

22 

2 

83 

38 

15  70 

74 

30  58 

8 

2 

95 

23 

3 

1 24 

39 
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FORMS. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  ON  WHICH  A SETTLEMENT  HAS  BEEN  MADE. 

, of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lands 

on  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  ss: 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came  , a disinterested  witness,  and  being 

sworn  agreeably  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 

the  above  described  tract  of  land  was  first  improved  in  the  month  of , 

A.  D.  , and  not  before ; that  grain  has  been  raised  thereon,  and  that 

the  said and  family  are  now  settled  and  reside  on  the  same 

tract  of  land,  and  has  continued  to  reside  thereon  ever  since  the day 

of , A.  D. . 


Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  , before  us. 

A B , J.  P. 

C D , J.  P. 


for 

of 

west,  and 


■ ' County,  ss: 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land  above 
described,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  person 
or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  . 

E F , J.  P. 

1^^  This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  ITSi,  em- 
bracing the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Butler,  Venango, 
Clarion,  Jefferson,  Forest,  Warren,  Elk,  Cameron,  M’Kean,  Potter  and  Tioga; 
Bradford  county  west  of  the  Susquehanna  and  north  of  Towanda  creek;  Ly- 
coming west  of  Pine  creek ; Clinton  and  Clearfield  north  of  the  West  Branch 
of  the  Susquehanna ; Indiana  and  Armstrong  north  of  a line  drawn  from 
Canoe  Place  to  Kittanning,  and  thence  down  the  Allegheny  river;  Alle- 
gheny north  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers,  and  Beaver  north  of  the 
Ohio  river. 
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rOBM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  IMPROVED  BUT  NOT  SET- 
TLED ON. 

, of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lands 

of on  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

west,  and on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  ss : 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 

the  land  above  described  was  first  improved  in  the  month  of , A.  D. 

, and  not  before. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  

A B , J.  P. 

C D , J.  P. 


County,  ss  ; 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land 
above  described,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persons  under  w'hom  he  claims  the  same 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  . 

E P , J.  P. 

This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  1784;. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  UNIMPROVED  LAND. 

, of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lauds 

of on  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

w’est,  and on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  ss : 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
the  land  described  in  the  above  application  is  unimproved,  and  as  he  verily 
believes,  not  heretofore  claimed  by  any  other  person. 

, A.  D. 

A B 

C D 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of 


, J.  P. 
;J.P 
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County,  ss ; 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land 
above  described,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  

E F , J.  P. 

This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  1784. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  NORTH  AND  WEST  OF  THE  OHIO  AND  ALLE- 
GHENY RIVERS  AND  CONEWANGO  CREEK,  ON  WHICH  AN  ACTUAL  SETTLEMENT 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  HAS  BEEN  MADE. 

A B , of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for  a patent  for acres,  perches  of  land,  lying  north  and  west  of 

the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny  and  Conewango  creek,  situate  in  the  to\vn- 

ship  of , in  the  county  of , adjoining  lands  of on  the 

north, on  the  south, on  the  east,  and on  the 

west,  on  which  an  actual  settlement  and  improvement  has  been  made. 

A B . 

To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  ss  : 

Before  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came  C D , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  saith,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 

the  above  described  and  applied  for  land  was  first  improved  by , 

on  the day  of , A.  D. , that  he  erected  a house  and  other 

buildings  thereon,  fit  for  the  habitation  of  man,  that  the  said has 

resided  thereon  with  his  family,  since  the day  of , and  is  now 

residing  thereon,  and  that  he  has  cleared  and  cultivated  at  least acres 

of  the  same. 

C D . 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  . 

G H , J.  P. 

J- L , J.  P. 


I,  E F , Deputy  Surveyor,  in  and  for  the  county  of , do 

hereby  certify,  that  from  the  survey  books  and  other  official  documents  in 
my  possession,  the  above  described  and  applied  for  tract  of  land  does  not 
pear  to  have  been  surveyed  or  appropriated  to  any  other  person  than  the 
said  applicant,  or  any  other  person  under  whom  he  claims  the  same  by  war- 
rant or  otherwise. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand,  this day  of , 

A.  D. . 

E F , Bepviy  Surveyor. 


62 


SURVEYOR  GENERAL’S  REPORT. 


If  the  actual  settlement  is  made  by  any  other  person  than  the  ap- 
plicant, the  applicant  must  produce  the  conveyance  from  the  actual  settler. 

If  the  improvements  can  be  proved  by  two  witnesses,  the  proof  can  be 
made  before  one  justice  of  the  peace,  instead  of  two. 


J\''ames  and  date^  day,  month  and  year  of  the  erection  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  Cow.monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  territory  from  which  they  were 
formed  ; the  three  first  counties  which  were  formed,  to  wit  : P hiladelphia, 
Bucks  and  Chester,  were  established  at  the  first  settlement  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  formed  the  only  original  counties  of  all  that  territory  of 
which  the  now  great  State  is  formed,  comprised  of  sixty-six  counties,  as 
follow,  to  wit : 

1.  Adams,  January  22,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  York. 

2.  Allegheny,  September  24,  1788,  formed  of  a part  of  Westmoreland  and 

Washington. 

3.  Armstrong,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny,  Westmore- 

land and  Lycoming. 

4.  Beaver,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Washing- 

ton. 

5.  Bedford,  .March  9,  1771,  formed  of  a part  of  Cumberland. 

6.  Berks,  March  11,  17.o2,  formed  of  a part  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  and 

Lancaster. 

7.  Blair,  February  26,  1846,  formed  of  a part  of  Huntingdon  and  Bedford. 

8.  Bradford,  February  21,  1810,  formed  of  a part  of  Luzerne  and  Ly- 

coming. * 

9.  Bucks,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  of  the  Province,  f 

10.  Butler,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 

11.  Cambria,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a part  of  Huntingdon  and  Som- 

erset. 

12.  Cameron,  March  29,  1860,  formed  of  a part  of  Clinton,  Elk,  K’Kean 

and  Potter. 

13.  Carbon,  March  13,  1843,  formed  of  a part  of  Northampton  and  Monroe. 

14.  Centre,  February  13,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Mifflin,  Northumberland, 

Lycoming  and  Huntingdon. 

15.  Chester,  one  of  the  original  counties  established  at  the  first  settlement 

of  the  Province. 

16.  Clarion,  March  11,  1839,  formed  of  apart  of  Yenango  and  Armstrong. 

17.  Clearfield,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a part  of  Lycoming. 

18.  Clinton,  June  21,  1839,  formed  of  a part  of  Lycoming  and  Centre. 

19.  Columbia,  March  22,  1813,  formed  of  a part  of  Northumberland. 

20.  Crawford,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 

21.  Cumberland,  January  27,  1750,  formed  of  a part  of  Lancaster. 

22  Dauphin,  March  4,  1785,  formed  of  a part  of  Lancaster. 

2.3.  Delaware,  September  26,  1789,  formed  of  a part  of  Chester. 

24.  Elk,  April  18,  1843,  formed  of  a part  of  Jefferson,  Clearfield  and  M’Kean. 

25.  Erie,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 


'Previous  to  March  24,  1812,  this  county  was  called  Ontario,  but  its  name  was  changed 
to  Bradford  on  that  day. 

f Bucks  county  was  one  of  the  three  original  counties  established  at  the  first  settlement 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  ; the  other  two  being  Philadelirhia  and  Che.ster. — See  Votes 
of  the  Assembly,  Vol.  1. 
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26.  Fayette,  September  26,  1783,  fermed  of  a part  of  Westmoreland. 

27.  Forest,  April  11,  1848,  formed  from  a part  of  Jefferson. 

28.  Franklin,  September  9,  1784,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland. 

^29.  Fulton,  April  19,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

30.  Greene,  February  9,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Washington. 

31.  Huntingdon,  September  20,  1787,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

32.  Indiana,  March  30,  1803,  formed  from  a part  of  Westmoreland  and 

Lycoming. 

33.  Jefferson,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

34.  Juniata,  March  2,  1831,  formed  from  a part  of  MifBin. 

35.  Lancaster,  May  10,  1729,  formed  of  a part  of  Chester. 

36.  Lawrence,  March  25,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Beaver  and  Mercer. 

37.  Lebanon,  February  16,  1813,  formed  from  a part  of  Dauphin  and  Lan- 

caster. 

38.  Lehigh,  March  6,  1812,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton. 

39.  Luzerne,  September  25,  1786,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

40.  Ijycoming,  April  13,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

41.  M’Kean,  March  20,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

42.  Mercer,  March  12,  1800,  formed  from  a part  of  Allegheny. 

43.  Mifflin,  September  19,  1789,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland  and 

N orthumberland. 

44.  Monroe,  April  1,  1836,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton  and  Pike. 

45.  Montgomery,  September  10,  1784,  formed  from  a part  of  Philadelphia. 

46.  Montour,  May  3,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Columbia. 

47.  Northampton,  March  11,  1752,  formed  from  a part  of  Bucks. 

48.  Northumberland,  March  27,  1772,  formed  from  parts  of  Lancaster, 

Cumberland,  Berks,  Bedford  and  Northampton. 

49.  Perry,  March  22,  1826,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland. 

50.  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  established  at  the  first 

settlement  of  the  Province. 

51.  Pike,  March  26,  1814,  formed  from  a part  of  Wayne. 

52.  Potter,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

53.  Schuylkill,  March  1,  1811,  formed  from  a part  of  Berks  and  Northamp- 

ton. 

54.  Snyder,  March  2,  1855,  formed  from  a part  of  Union. 

55.  Somerset,  Api’il  17,  1795,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

56.  Sullivan,  March  15,  1847,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

57.  Susquehanna,  February  21,  1810,  formed  from  a part  of  Luzerne. 

58.  Tioga,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

59.  Union,  March  22,  1813,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

60.  Venango,  March  13,  1800,  formed  from  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Ly- 

coming. 

61.  Warren,  March  12,  1800,  formed  from  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Ly- 

coming. 

62.  Wayne,  March  21,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton. 

63.  Washington,  March  28,  1781,  formed  from  a part  of  Westmoreland. 

64.  Westmoreland,  February  26,  1773,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford,  and 

in  1785  part  of  the  purchase  of  1784  v/as  added  thereto. 

65.  Wyoming,  April  4,  1842,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland  and 

Luzerne. 

66.  1 ork,  August  19,  1749,  formed  from  a part  of  Lancaster. 
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Jl  list  of  County  Surveyors,  whose  election  or  appointment  by  the  court,  has 
been  officially  reported  to  this  Department. 


COUNTIES. 

NA3IES  OF  SURVEYORS. 

POST  OFFICE. 

Adams 

FairQeld. 

Allegheny 

R.  L.  M’Culley,  no  oath 

Pittsburg. 

Ai’instrong 

Alex.  Gordon do 

Leechburg. 

Beaver 

No  return. 

Bedford 

Patrick  iona.bue 

Berks 

D.  S.  Zacharias,  no  oath 

Reading. 

Blair 

H.  C Nichoflemua...flo 

Martinsburg. 

Bradford 

No  return. 

Bucks 

Levi  H.  Rogers,  no  oath 

Butler 

Natha.n  M Slaton. ..do 

Cambria 

No  return. 

Cameron 

do. 

Carbon 

do. 

Centre 

do. 

Chester 

H.  R,  L.  Whitman,  no  oath. 

Clarion 

No  return. 

Clinton 

.T.  Tj  Eckel 

Logan  Mills. 

Clearfield 

S.  F.  M’Claskey,  no  oath  — 

Crawford 

T.  W.  White  

Riceville. 

Columbia 

Isaac  A.  De  Witt,  no  oath... 

Rohrsburg. 

Cumberland 

.Tohn  C Ecklefl 

Carlisle 

Dauphin 

Preston  Miller 

Berrysburg. 

Delaware 

Joseph  Taylor,  no  oath 

Elk 

No  return. 

Erie. - . 

G.  W.  F.  Sherevin,  no  oath. 

Fayette 

Martin  Dickson do 

h orest 

No  return. 

Fran  klin 

Emanuel  T\nhn.  

'Chambersburg. 

F u Iton 

William  P fJordon 

W a.rfordsbnrg. 

Greene 

George  TToge 

Oak  Forest. 

Huntingdon . 

.Ta.mes  E Glasgow 

Cassville. 

Indiana 

Thompson  M’Crea 

Brush  Valiev. 

Jefferson 

J W Dunn 

Brookville. 

Juniata 

James  W.  Allen,  no  oath.... 

Walnut. 

Lancaster 

No  return. 

Lawrence 

do. 

Lebanon 

do. 

1 .ehifirh 

Solomon  Eogel 

Fogelsville. 

Lycoming 

John  S.  Laird,  no  oath 

Jersey  Shore. 

Luzerne  

No  return. 

Mercer 

do. 

Mifflin 

W.  J.  M’Manigle,  no  oath... 

M’Kean 

No  return. 

Monroe 

Melchoir  Spreagle,  no  oath.. 

Stroudsburg. 

Montgomery 

No  return. 

Montour 

George  W.  West 

Danville. 

Northampton 

No  return. 
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County  Surveyors — Continued, 


COUNTIES. 

NAMES  OF  SURVEYORS. 

POST  OFFICE. 

iVortl.umberland 

Philip  Frederick,  no  oath.... 

No  return 

I’hilarielphia 

do. 

Dingman’s  Ferry. 

John  Layton...  

l‘ovter 

No  return. 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

George  W.  Matchin 

No  return. 

Snlli  unn  

Job  L.  King,  no  oath 

Eldersville. 

Susq'iehanna 

Snyder 

James  W.  Chapman........... 

No  return. 

Montrose. 

David  Heise no  oath 

Wellsboro’. 

T^nwm  

Conrad  Sheckler, ...do 

Forest  Hill  ’ 

William  Hilands 

Franklin. 

Warren  

Patrick  Falconer,  no  oath 

Warren. 

Wasiiington 

D.  Bannington do 

Zollarsville. 

Wn.y  rif*  

P.  G.  Goodrich 

Bethany. 

Vyesitmnreland  

No  return 

VV^-mmino*  

Alfred  TTine 

Tunkhannock 

\'nrk  

Samuel  N.  Bailey 

Dillsburg. 
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